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Contact Pastor Eric at erics@fumc-cs.org or 719-471-8522 x101

Welcome to Lent! In this church season, we are invited to step back
and be more introspective about the life and death of Jesus Christ,
which then makes Easter a much more celebratory experience.
Over the past several years, there has been a shift in Christendom
to skip over Holy Week, to rush straight from Palm Sunday to
Easter Sunday. In doing this, we miss so much of that last week of
Jesus’ life, which adds to the majesty and mystery of Easter. Join us
to dwell a little longer in the passion of Jesus Christ.

This year for Lent, every Sunday will focus on a day in the last week
of Jesus’ life. This means there will be two Palm Sundays, one light
and one big. Additionally, the worship staff has reframed our Holy
Week services for deeper engagement. Theologian Amy-Jill Levine
says "in every good story there is history and there is risk." Holy
Week, also called Passion Week, is brimming with history and
opportunity for risk. Risks for Jesus, risks for the disciples, and risks
for us. Each day of that last week leads us to ask questions about
Jesus and our own Christian experience.

Blessings, Rev. Eric Strader



RIGHTGEOUS ANGER:  Christians don’t
often engage the anger of Jesus, but he was
angry on that Monday. So, angry, he was
flippin' tables. 

Over the past several decades, the religious
tradition has changed around this Sunday, as
it has shifted to include both palm and
passion aspects of telling the entire story of
Jesus Christ. 
Readers Theatre. We need readers.
If you would be willing to lend your voice to
this Sunday service, let Rev. Eric know. It will
be a simple but powerful reading of the
entire holy week. 
 

LENTEN SERIES

FEB 26 "PALM SUNDAY"

For the season of Lent, we will be focused on
a worship series exploring each day of Holy
Week. How did the actions of Jesus lead to
his death, what were his last teachings, and
how can we engage these last days of Jesus’
life? Also known as the passion of Jesus, we
will explore elements of that week and how
Jesus and the disciples risked everything for
a new world. What are we risking in our own
discipleship? 

We start with Palm Sunday (yes, you get two
Palm Sundays this year!). This will be a light
Palm Sunday worship service but the week
begins with Jesus entering Jerusalem on the
donkey. 

MAR 5 "HOLY MONDAY"

MAR 12 "HOLY TUESDAY"
RISKING CHALLENGE: Part of the challenge
of Holy Week is the teachings of Jesus and
how they radically challenged disciples then
and now. 

MAR 19 "HOLY WEDNESDAY"
THE LAST SUPPER: Is the last supper about
the bread and wine, or the laughter and
tears? Is it about the bowl and cloth, or the
act of serving one another? It is about these
holy rituals or the people around the table? 

WORSHIP OVERVIEW

MAR 26 "HOLY THURSDAY"
Gethsemane. The last prayer. The holy
conversation. Let us listen as Jesus gears up
for the remaining days. 
 

APRIL 2 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY

APRIL 6 - HOLY THURSDAY
6:30PM | FELLOWSHIP HALL

APRIL 7 - GOOD FRIDAY
6:30PM | SANCTUARY
The Passion of Christ will come to life
through scripture, music, and the spoken
word. This Tenebrae service (a service of
darkness) will be anchored by the pastoral
leadership and the chancel choir as we
remember Jesus' final hours.

APRIL 9 - JOIN US FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF OUR
RELIGIOUS YEAR, EASTER! 
8:00am Traditional | The Chapel
Featuring trumpeters.

9:00am Contemporary | Sanctuary
Featuring our Crossroads band and a guest
jazz ensemble.

11:00am Traditional | Sanctuary
Highlighting the organ, chancel choir, and a
brass ensemble. (TV broadcast SOCO-CW.)

Can you imagine how the disciples felt in
the upper room during their final meal with
Jesus?  On Holy Thursday, we will enter into
our own setting of the upper room as we
share in the Lord's Supper.  Make sure to
RSVP to participate in this light meal and
worship service in Fellowship Hall.  This
experience will be interactive and many of
the church's leaders will be servants in this
service. You will not want to miss this unique
opportunity. RSVP on "Count On Me" in the
bulletin or by emailing cierah@fumc-cs.org.



Congregation, SPRC, and Staff:
It was a joy to be in ministry with
you! Thank you for the opportunity
to serve and care for so many
wonderful people. It was a sacred
privilege to share the Love and
Light of God with so many people
through FUMC.

What an amazing surprise to
receive such a thoughtful and
gracious monetary gift from the
congregation! I am humbled and
very grateful. My heart is full. 
 God's abundance is precious!
Thank you! Thank you! Thak you!

I am so happy to have extra time
to be with family. Both my mom
and Khan's mom are in hospice
care. I am thankful that I can
spend more time with them; I go
visit my parents every day. They
live at Brookdale Skyline and are
thrilled to have the visits... full of
hugs, hand-holding, chatting a
little and lots of listening. Thank
you for these moments of love.

Blessings upon you! Prayers for
FUMC! Grace and peace to you.
~ Ann McClellan

The Rides for Rubbish Christmas
party was held on December 18,

2022. What a huge success it was--
a wonderful gathering with our

downtown friends enjoying great
fellowship. Throughout the year,

we often receive requests for men's
underwear. We asked you all to

make donations, and our
congregation said yes! Through

your generous donations, we can
now offer underwear for several

months to those who need.
 

A fabulous meal was prepared by
members of United Women in

Faith: ham, turkey, salad,
homemade rolls, potatoes, green

beans, vegetable trays, drinks, and
more. It was greatly enjoyed by our

guests. Thank you to UWF.
 

Finally, a big thank you to our
Youth Ministry for supplying the

dessert. The decorated cookies
were a welcomed sight and,

again, thoroughly enjoyed. What
 a generous, kind people we are

at FUMC. Working together,
we can achieve so much. 

~ Lorna Lohmann

 
 



Casual
Sandals

Last fall we were dedicated to remodeling
the main bedroom of the Cottage.
Restructuring the plumbing, shifting the
bathroom, opening up the bedroom, and
moving the entrance to help with the flow
while also keeping the rustic coziness
charm. This was accomplished by a whole
team of hard workers, to include Marty
Fennewald, Jay Webber, Vance Kaufman,
David Fussel and a contractor. It took some
time and twists and turns (as all construction
jobs do), but we have accomplished what
we set out to do.

Please feel free to stop by sometime to
check out the good works; or better yet,
come stay in the Cottage. The remodel
projects of the Cottage in the past few years
have been: bathroom, kitchen and living
room floor, and now the bedroom. We are
always trying to update the space to make it
safe, and inviting while keeping that
“Ranch” feeling we all know and love. Next
time you have an event or want to get
away…think of The Ranch! 

Meanwhile, Back at The Ranch . . .
The Cottage, The Community, and Christmas



Christmas Season was a busy time all around. The Ranch had its own activity and liveliness and
not many silent nights! We participated in the Divide Christmas which supports Summit
Elementary, Midland Days, and is run by the Divide Chamber of Commerce. The Ranch donated
a cord of wood, along with a cottage stay to support the local endeavor.
With a day of local artists and vendors, dancing, music, and Santa (of course!), the long standing
tradition was back up and running!

We also had our own tradition, Christmas at The Ranch, for all to enjoy. With an almost sold out
show, great performances from First Company and the Women’s Ensemble from FUMC, we were
delighted by the sights, sounds, and tastes of the season. Our meal was provided by Woodland
Elite Catering, who created a special menu just for the occasion. With help from the Ranch
Council and the Youth with serving and cleaning up, it was a great night all around. 

We also hosted the Divide Chamber of Commerce for their yearly Christmas party. Local
members and businesses were represented to celebrate the season and the good works that they
continue to do around Divide. It was indeed a Merry Christmas, we’d love to see y’all next time! 

As I have grown more into this role as the
Ranch Manager, I have been given some
latitude to dream about how we may be
stewards of this beautiful gift and how to
invite more into God’s Creation. I have
been working with Woodland Park High
School on Fridays in a sports medicine
capacity and it has opened up a great
relationship to the teachers, teams, and
schools. In the past few months we have
hosted their end of the year Soccer
Banquet, a day of community service with
the National Honor Society of Sports
Medicine, and a day long training for the
entire staff of the Woodland Park Middle
School in collaboration with Wild Heart
Teacher. These events are ways in which
the Ranch is being shared and how it may
be used to cultivate whole relationships
with one another and the community. We
will continue to seek out ways to have The
Ranch serve the community of Teller
County, and more! 

                                  'TIL NEXT TIME
ZACH WALKER, RANCH MANAGER

email Zach at johnwesleyranch@ gmail.com

Wild Heart Teacher Retreats
at The Ranch

 

Wild Heart Teacher is for educators who
believe in teaching from the heart and

are not afraid to live a great story. These
are three-day retreats with educators
from across the country: a time to be

renewed and refilled, while surrounded
by a tribe to help you keep teaching,
inspiring, and sharing your passion for
students, and education. For retreat

dates, cost and registration link,
please visit fumc-cs.org/jwr

mailto:johnwesleyranch@gmail.com
http://www.fumc-cs.org/


Recently, the SPRC decided to make some changes to redeploy our church programs and
staff in new ways. The status quo is not sustainable to our budget deficit and the areas we
must invest in to grow. This means a staff reorganization is in process. 

As was announced in January, Marjorie Gross transitioned out at the end of that month
and Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer will be transitioning at the end of June. The SPRC will work
with the District Superintendent to have two new full-time clergy appointed as Pastor for
Discipleship and Pastor for Caring Ministries. 

The SPR will provide updates as more details are worked out. It is a continued time of
transition, where all are asked to be graceful and compassionate as we shift. 

COMMITTEE NEWS

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS

In January, the SPRC unanimously
approved a reorganization of
program staff to shift staff resources
toward engagement with the
Colorado Springs community. We
announced the shift of Marjorie
Gross and Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer
and have asked the Bishop for two
new full-time appointments. These
shifts are focused on the needs of
the community, focus on family
ministry, missions and justice,
volunteer coordination, pastoral
care, and evangelism. 

The Staff Parish Relations (SPR) Committee
is the leadership body charged with
managing the staff and clergy
appointments. This body is elected every
year, serving in three-year classes. The lay
leadership works collaboratively with the
senior clergy leadership to create a
staffing structure and programmatic
framework for ministry. 

 

In the spring of 2022, the SPRC wrote a document about their needs for FUMC's
next pastoral team. The foundation for the appointment of Rev. Amy & Rev. Eric
Strader, and the reorganization effort is "leadership for a new age". This
approach is leading us to adapt to a shifting world.

~Randy Stiles
 



If you want to give to First United Methodist
Church, there are a number of ways to make
a gift. You can put cash or a check in the
collection plate at any service, you can give
online either once or on a recurring basis at
fumc-cs.org/give, you can give directly from
your IRA or you can leave a gift to the church
after your passing through your will. 
 

While giving is not the only way the church
receives revenue, it is the largest source,
funding about 60% of the $2.2 million annual
church budget. But that is not the only reason
we give. It is all about your faithfulness and
belief in this community to bring hope to a
hurting world. Your love for others here builds
a community to walk with you through the
highs and lows of life. We give to support the
ministries of the church and missions locally
and across the state, nation and world. When
we give together, we can make a difference
in the Colorado Springs area.
 

We are called to give because God gives to
us first. God’s love is the greatest gift to the
world, and we then give back in thanksgiving.
Paul set an early example for Christians by
taking up a collection among Gentile
congregations to help Christians in Judea
suffering from famine. Our finest hour is when
we respond generously to how this church
changes the world.

COMMITTEE NEWS

FINANCE

Finance Department Contact:
Kim Monjesky, Finance Director

kimm@fumc-cs.org | 719-471-8522x161

Giving to the church has declined over
the past decade. This happened for two
reasons: In the third quarter of last year,
the church lost $40,000 in giving from
people who left the community, and
another $30,000 in contributions was lost
last year when members died. In past
years, the foundation for the church has
generously supplemented the church
budget to make up for declining
contributions, but this is not sustainable.
We are not asking the foundation for any
more support this year than it gave last
year, so that means our giving must
increase. That must come from growth,
which must be focused on attracting new
members.

If this community means something to
you and you want it to survive and thrive,
our giving must remain strong.
Withholding giving because you are
angry is not faithful, Christian, or
sacrificial. That only limits our ability to
grow and directly affects the health and
vitality of First United Methodist Church.

~Wayne Heilman

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Ed Scott
Wayne Heilman
Brenda Hawley
Ken Thompson
Diane Beard
Debbie Lloyd

http://www.fumc-cs.org/give


BOY SCOUT TROOP 777
The troop, which has met at FUMC, has merged with Troop #1. We thank the Troop
masters through the years who ensured young boys built a connection with nature and
scouting values. 
 

KITCHEN
The trustees recently decided to keep the basement kitchen as a commercial space. This
means you must be licensed to utilize the kitchen or pay for a licensed person. For more
details or questions please contact Director of Operations, Bryan Hurst at bryanh@fumc-
cs.org
 

FAMILY PROMISE
They have been utilizing the basement of the church for their day center for many months
now. This will continue indefinitely, and we are in conversation with many stakeholders
exploring Family Promise shifting to utilize the Edge Building in more missional ways. 
 

GREEN TEAM
There is a new team of people working to develop ways for the church building to be
environmentally friendly, while also reducing our utility expenses. Watch for details
coming in April around Earth Day!

~Anil Dewan 

COMMITTEE NEWS

TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES:
Anil Dewan
Becca Miller
Nathanial Lohmann
Jim Grant
Jill Meider
James Young
Sarah Reeder
Marty Fennewald

mailto:bryanh@fumc-cs.org


WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 1 - 22
5:30pm | PRAYER ROOM

 

For Lent we will explore the practice of
Visio Divina (Divine Seeing) using artwork

depicting events during the Lent and
Easter period. We will share in readings
and prayers that help us to view these

images in a new way.
"We sit down before the picture in order
to have something done to us, not that

we may do things with it."
~C.S. Lewis

WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 1 - 22
6:30pm | ROOM 234
Leader: Bruce Phillips

 

Luke and the Passion
 

Luke has recorded one of the fundamental
accounts of the events of Holy Week. Over
the weeks of Lent, we will consider the final
days of Christ's ministry through the eyes of

Luke and what it means for us today.

Pairs and Spares
Lenten Study
STARTING SUNDAY MARCH 12
9:30am | ROOM 234S

All are welcome! This class will begin a
5-week Lenten study, "Witness at the
Cross", authored by Amy-Jill Levine, an
emeritus professor of New Testament
studies at Vanderbilt University. You
are invited to join our welcoming
community for mutual learning,
discussion and fellowship. 
 



MONDAYS, MARCH 6 - APRIL 10
9:30-11am | PRAYER ROOM
Leader: Lori Smith

Our study for Lent will be Adam
Hamilton's, "Luke: Jesus and the
Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws." This
study explores the life, teachings, death,
and resurrection of Jesus as told in the
Gospel of Luke. Participants will need to
purchase their own books. The book is
available in both Kindle and hardback.
Please contact Lori Smith at
LAS2735@hotmail.com with any
questions.

REV. DR. TODD SPENCER , ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTER 
email Todd at todds@fumc-cs.org

Small Group
Lenten Study

BRING: a sack lunch and snacks to share
REGISTER with todds@fumc-cs.org by SUNDAY, MARCH 5
A suggested donation of $20 per person would be appreciated.

Mountain Sabbath - Sunday, March 12 | 9am - 4pm

Set aside your normal schedule for a quiet
day with others at our beautiful John Wesley
Ranch in Divide, Colorado. The day will
include contemplative worship, spiritual
teachings, lunch, and time to practice
activities that encourage soaking in the
present moment during our Lenten journey. 

One of the spiritual activities being offered
this time is taking a comtemplative

 

 

snowshoeing adventure in the afternoon
(snow-permitting). This will be led by forest
immersion therapy guide, Kim Nielsen.
If you want to take advantage of this activity,
you will need to come with your own
snowshoes and let Todd know you will
participate in this when you register by
March 5. 

mailto:LAS2735@hotmail.com
mailto:todds@fumc-cs.org
mailto:todds@fumc-cs.org


MORE MARCH EVENTS
So many ways to connect with your FUMC community!

EARLY INFANT
LOSS GROUP

CONCERTS

This group will offer a blend of
support, grief education, and art
therapy projects to help parents who
have lost an infant during pregancy
or shortly after birth

THURSDAY EVENINGS | March 9 - APRIL 20 | 6:00-8:00pm
Cottonwood Center for the Arts  | 427 E Colorado Ave Studio 219
$120 per/person or couple (Limited, need-based scholarship funds are available.
Closed group format. Co-led by: Henry's Heart Art Therapy and Voices of Grief
Support and Education Center. Registration requested by WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1
CONTACT: Susan Jacobsen at henrysheartarttherapy.com
                  Sarah Lee at sarah.lee@voicesof griefcenter.org | 719-505-2257

UPCOMING APRIL CONCERT!
An Earth Day Concert: A Celebration of Life

by John Rutter
SATURDAY, APRIL 22  |  2:00pm

More information to come.

DOUGLAS GROGAN, DIRECTOR MUSIC & ARTS
email Doug at dougg@fumc-cs.org

BRADLEY UNIVERSITY CHORALE
IN CONCERT
Sunday, March 12 | 3:00pm | Sanctuary

All are invited to a free concert at First
United Methodist Church brought by
Bradley University Chorale (from Peoria,
IL), under the direction of Dr. Cory
Ganschow, and the Lawrence Free State
High School Choir, under the direction of
Joshua East and Olivia Henning. 

mailto:dougg@fumc-cs.org


"ONCE UPON A MUSICAL"
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
MARCH 17, 18, 24, 25  |  7:00pm

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
MARCH 19, 25, 26  | 2:30pm

A night of entertainment brought to you by
some of the local talent in Colorado: Once
Upon a Musical! With selections from
musicals old and new, classic and
contemporary, this is a family-friendly show,
with numbers for all, you don’t want to
miss. In the theatre at First United
Methodist Church.
~ Marty Fennewald

Ticket prices and purchase at
go.fumc-cs.org/revue 

If you have any questions, please contact
Jeanna at 719-471-8522 x110.

MORE MARCH EVENTS
So many ways to connect with your FUMC community!

SATURDAY, MARCH 25 | 10am-1pm
HOSPITALITY CENTER

The United Women in Faith will be
sponsoring a Spiritual Retreat for all
women in our church community. During
this 3-hour retreat, we will fellowship,
participate in quiet, personal time with
God, and share with a prayer partner
how God has touched us during the
retreat. We will have a variety of retreat
guidance formats from which to choose,
based on your comfort level. We look
forward to this time together receiving
God’s great spiritual blessings, that we
might each be a blessing to others. A
light lunch will be provided. More
information to come soon

~ Loeda Westphal

THE THEATRE!

UPCOMING FIRST COMPANY PRODUCTONS
SUMMER MELODRAMA -"Stop the Presses" or She's Not My Type
AUGUST: The Odd Couple
FALL: Peter and the Star Catcher

 

WOMENS RETREAT

http://go.fumc-cs.org/revue
http://go.fumc-cs.org/revue


When disaster strikes around the globe (Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013)
so many watching the drama unfold on their living room televisions, feel entirely helpless.
How could any one person make a difference in the wake of such widespread devastation?
As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist
Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act.

Don’t be fooled by the word committee. Since 1940, UMCOR’s forerunner was established
to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, and United
Methodists have continued to respond to those in desperate need today throughout more
than eighty countries around the world. The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do,
it’s something “we” do. That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday is what
allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most
vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and
dignity, without regard to race, religion or gender. Together we are assisting those
impacted by crisis or chronic need. 

The funds received from this special offering are used for UMCOR yearly administrative
costs.  All other donations are directly used for UMCOR relief projects. All United
Methodists have the annual opportunity to come together to make a special offering to
benefit UMCOR in support of worldwide humanitarian aid. Please look for the special
UMCOR envelopes in the Sunday service bulletins on March 19 and give generously.  

 “I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink.
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear.

I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.”
Matthew 25:35-36

MORE MARCH EVENTS
So many ways to connect with your FUMC community!

SUNDAY SPECIAL OFFERING
MARCH 19 | ALL SERVICES

Together we reach children,
families and communities who
have expereinced devastation in
the wake of disaster.

COMING IN APRIL!
UMCOR KIT COLLECTION | APRIL 1 through MAY 15.
More information to come.



ONGOING  MONTHLY
FOOD COLLECTION
All food donations in 2023 will be going to
Westside Cares. Each month we will highlight the
need for specific food items.

March is pasta month: dry pasta, canned
spaghetti sauce, mac n’ cheese. 
Other suggested items include: small jars of
peanut butter, jams and jellies, canned
chicken/tuna, all sizes of juice, shelf-stable milk
and canned fruits/vegetables.

Westside CARES is a volunteer-driven interfaith
organization that provides care and compassion
to over 22,000 neighbors each year - “we can,
and should, do better for our neighbors.” When
considering donations, please provide only
unopened/unexpired packages of non-perishable
food items. Food may be left in green wooden
boxes at the entrances of FUMC.  PLEASE do not
leave any other types of donations in the food
donation boxes. Thank you for your continued
support.

~ Lynda Reid

RIDES FOR RUBBISH
New Volunteers Always Welcome! 
3rd Sunday of each month | 1:00pm 
Marian House | 14 W Bijou St. 

Every third Sunday of the month, volunteers
walk with clients of the Marion House to pick
up trash in downtown parks. The clients earn
bus passes to help them for the next month;
our friends often express their gratitiude for
this much needed assistance. Please come
walk with us.

~Dave and Lorna Lohmann
 719-636-3277



DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
420 N Nevada Ave | Colorado Springs CO 80903
(719) 471-8522 | fumc-cs.org

SUNDAY SERVICES
   8:00am  Chapel Service 
   9:00am  Crossroads Contemporary Service 
11:00am   Traditional Service*
Livestreaming available at facebook.com/FUMCCS, FUMC YouTube Page,
and at fumc-cs.org/worship.
*TV MINISTRY CHANGES: 11am service will not be broadcast on March 19 and
April 2. Beginning on April 16, the broadcast will be at 10am on SOCO-CW.

PRAIRIE CAMPUS
Banning Lewis Preparatory Academy
9433 Vista Del Pico Blvd | Colorado Springs CO 80927  
(719) 471-8522 | fumcprairie.org

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00am 
Livestreaming available at 12:30pm at facebook.com/FUMCPrairie,
Prairie Campus YouTube Page, and at fumcprairie.org.

APRIL & JUNE DATES
TO KEEP IN MIND!
(More information to come.)

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 16 | 9am & 11am SERVICES

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023
Held at FUMC-CS | JUNE 21-25

CARING MINISTIRES
Bruce Phillips x132

BEREAVEMENT & FUNERALS
Sharon Harter x142

COMMUNICATIONS
Bryan Hurst x181
Anne Stewart x183
Lisa Szumigala x184
Ciera Holst x185
Jennifer Cox x186

FINANCE
Kim Monjesky x161
Kat Brandenberger x162

CONTACT STAFF
719-471-8522

CLERGY:
Rev. Eric Strader x101
Rev. Amy Strader x102
Rev. Patty Walker x103
Rev. Todd Spencer x131
Minister on Call x109

FRONT DESK
Cathleen Arcuri x100
Sarah Greenley x100

FACILITIES
Candis Rotolo x191
Lorenzo Pena x192
Russ Gartner x193

MUSIC & ARTS
Jeanna Wearing x110
Douglas Grogan x111
Joe Galema x114

PRESCHOOL
Serena Odierno x201

JOHN WESLEY RANCH
Zach Walker 719-687-2148


