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is built around silence, prayer, and reflection. Those that 
participate find it deeply meaningful and an important part of 
their spiritual journey. 

You could feel the life, the energy, the Spirit that is in that 
place. 

On Sunday night families with children with disabilities gather 
in Kingdom City. The folks with disabilities help lead the 
service. With Marjorie’s help and guidance, they prepare 
each week for the service. This is one of the few places that 
many of them are offered the chance to provide leadership. 
It is a powerful and moving thing to see them lead a song or 
offer a prayer. You can see the joy in their eyes as the 
community looks to them for spiritual leadership and help. 

You could feel the life, the energy, the 
Spirit that is in that place. 

There are signs of life all around us at 
First Church. One of the things I have 
learned over the past years is that churches 
that are growing, especially old, downtown 
churches, are growing by offering these 
different kinds of worship services throughout 
the week. Now don’t get me wrong.  We 
are committed to offering the very best 
worship we can on Sunday mornings. It is 
still, by far, the largest place of connection 
and worship for this congregation. I will 
still work hard on my preaching. We will 
offer the best music and powerful worship 
that we are able to provide, week after 

week after week. I still feel the Spirit in our services and enjoy 
leading worship on Sunday morning! But I want you to notice 
the signs of life in our church all around us. Many of these 
services have people who would not be in our worship 
services on Sunday morning. Lives are touched. Lives are 
transformed. Lives are touched by Jesus. 

I am grateful for the signs of life all around us!  If you haven’t 
had a chance to participate in these services, give them a try!  
I think you’ll feel the life, the energy, the Spirit in those 
places. 

See you In Worship, 

Kent 

I finally was able to attend worship at the Prairie Campus. 
What an exciting time it was! I arrived early enough to help a 
little, the folks set up the gym and classrooms for worship, 
fellowship, and Sunday School. What a committed hard 
working crew!  I watched as folks came in, so many new folks 
to First United Methodist Church.  Lots of young families, but 
a good mix of older folks as well. You 
could feel the energy, the buzz, in the 
room. It felt like a good crowd. The 
worship was moving and meaningful. 
The children’s choir sang, and it was 
mostly little boys! There was a baptism 
that Patty invited me to participate in. Kris 
and I were in the Children’s Time. The 
music was wonderfully done and the 
sermon by Patty was great. It was a 
beautiful service. 

And then we had a potluck…nothing like 
a good Methodist potluck! 

You could feel the life, the energy, the 
Spirit that is in that place. 

Did you know that the Edge meets every 
week now? Not only that, it has a new site at East United 
Methodist Church. The dinner church has a regular crew, 
many of whom have no connection to the ministries of First 
Church other than the Edge, of folks that come each week to 
share a meal and hear a personal story and a sermon by 
Tiffany. It is not at all like our sanctuary worship. It is more 
intimate, with a chance to go deep into the stories of 
people’s lives. If you have never been, you need to go. It is a 
powerful and moving time of worship and sharing.   

You could feel the life, the energy, the Spirit that is in that 
place. 

We have a number of folks gather each week for contemplative 
worship. Todd leads this group in this time of quiet reflection 
and contemplative acts of worship. Again, not like our more 
festive and large services in the Sanctuary, this service  
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 WORDS FROM 

JAN CAFFEY,  
LAY LEADER 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is part 
of global ministries and is the humanitarian relief and 
development arm of UMC. In case you didn’t know, overhead 
costs for UMCOR are paid by an annual special offering 
collected at all churches. So, when you donate to UMCOR for 
a disaster, 100% of your money goes where you specify. 

UMCOR needs our help! We’re doing a church-wide 
project to collect items and pack hygiene, cleaning and 
school kits. You can go to umcmission.org to find what 
items are needed.  Or if you’d rather, you can donate to 
FUMC for UMCOR kits. 

We will start collecting March 1st. You can drop your 
items in a cart marked UMCOR next to the reception disk.  
Please watch for more publicity. 

We will gather Saturday morning, May 16, from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon in the hospitality area to pack the kits. I hope you 
can come for all or part of the time. We would like to see 
Sunday school classes, Bible studies, any small groups, 
choirs, youth, children and the Prairie Campus participate 
in donating items and/or packing kits. The kits will be 
delivered at Annual Conference in Gillette, Wyoming,  
June 18-21. 

UMCOR is a truly worthy ministry. If you have any questions, 
email Loeda Westphal at loeda.w341@centurylink.net, Judy 
Stoll at jstoll@illinois.edu, or me at jan.caffey@comcast.net. 

 
Learn more about FUMC 

programs and events at  

www.fumc-cs.org 

STAFF CHANGES 

There have been a couple of staff 
changes that have happened in 
the past month. As a church 
family we grieve that we lost our 
beloved pastor, friend, colleague, 
Rev. Dr. Chuck Stephens. We can 
tell you now that Chuck was planning on retiring at the end of 
June, and the Staff Parish Relations Committee was already at 
work on that position before Chuck’s surgery.   

Unfortunately, we needed to move up the timetable. But I 
am pleased to announce that Rev. Ann McLellan will go to 
¾ time and serve as Minister of Pastoral Care and Missions 
immediately.  Ann has done a wonderful job in pastoral 
care and will bring her compassion and administrative skills 
to our missions’ area. We are excited to have her lead that 
important part of our congregation! 

Melissa Williams, the Director of Welcoming Ministries, has 
stepped down from her position to spend more time with 
her family. We are grateful for the five years that Melissa 
has led us in our work of welcoming and showing hospitality.  
Melissa did not (emphatically) want a goodbye party or 
reception! She is still a part of our congregation, so you can 
thank her when you run into her around the building. 

Her position will be rolled into the clergy position that Rev. 
Tiffany Keith leads. She will be either ¾ time or full time 
here, we are waiting for a word from the conference in 
regard to her CRM role. It seemed a good fit to have 
worship support, evangelism, and welcoming ministries all 
together. Tiffany has provided great leadership in streamlining 
our worship support and in creating systems to welcome 
and incorporate new members. By combining these positions, 
we can now have another full time elder on staff, besides 
Kent Ingram, at the downtown campus. 

As sad as it is to lose people on staff, we are excited for the 
leadership our new staff configuration offers us as we go 
into 2020. Be sure to show your appreciation to the folks 
taking on new responsibilities! 

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 

SPRING CONCERT 

The Children’s Choirs  Spring 
Concert, will be on Palm Sunday, 
April 5 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Theatre. Music selections will 
focus on a few events leading to Palm Sunday and their 
significance to Holy Week. Do you know about palm 
branches? Jesus’ donkey? Please be in attendance for the 
answer to these questions and the children’s musical 
presentation. The Cathedral and Chorister Choir will also 
sing on Sunday, March 8 at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
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LENTEN SERIES: 

WONDROUS LOVE! 

Lent is a time of introspection 
and growth. It is also a time to 
marvel at the love of Christ. 
How do we experience the love 
of Christ in scripture? As we travel through Lent, We will 
examine our texts from the perspective of how they show us 
the love of God revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus. We 
will see the love of Christ in each story! 

Here is our Lenten series: 

March 1 – Wondrous Love…Facing Temptation!   
Matthew 4:1-11 

March 8 - Wondrous Love…Offering a New Beginning!  
John 3:1-17 

March 15 – Wondrous Love…Satisfying Our Deepest Thirst! 
John 4:5-26 

March 22 – Wondrous Love…Opening Our Eyes!  
John 9:1-12, 35-39 

March 29 – Wondrous Love…Bringing New Life!  
John 11:1-27 

April 5 (Palm Sunday) — Wondrous Love…Emptying 
Himself! Philippians 2:5-11 

April 12 (Easter) — Fear and Great Joy!   
Matthew 28:1-10 

FAITH ACADEMY CLASSES 

Faith Academy classes offer a 
way to stay connected with the 
congregation while learning 
more in depth about the Bible 
and growing our faith.  

Here are the classes for session 3 of Faith Academy:   

BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTOR 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
March 4, 18 and April 15, 22 and 29 (No class March 11 or 25) 

This class repeats on Thursdays, 9:00-10:00 a.m.   
March 5, 19 and April 16, 23 and 30 

Leader: Rev. Kent Ingram. Room 133 

Rev. Ingram is leading a Bible study of the Gospel of Mark, the 
oldest Gospel in the New Testament. It offers insights into the 
earliest views of Jesus and what a disciple of Jesus would look 
like. All you need is a Bible. We can supply one if you need it!  

VIA DOLOROSA AND THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

March 4, & 11, and April 15, 22 & 29 (No class March 18 or 25) 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Leader: Bruce Philips 
Come with us as we walk down the Path of Sorrows – Jesus’ 
journey to Golgotha. We will discuss the events of Good 
Friday, and explain each of the traditional steps on the road 
to the Cross.  

IN THE WORD BIBLE 

STUDY  

Psalm 119:30 ~ Understanding 
your Word brings light to the 
minds of ordinary people. 

The Bible is God's divine recipe 
for life. It teaches us God's wisdom. But the Bible doesn't 
yield its riches easily. It must be "mined" for its wisdom 
and pressed for its answers. An attitude which seeks and 
longs to know the mind of God is essential to hearing what 
God might say to us. You are invited to join the "miners" of 
the In The Word Bible class on Thursday, March 12 at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Large Conference Room as they begin their study  
of the Prophecies of Daniel in the OT book of Daniel.  
For more information, please contact Ralph Kruger at 
pepepug553@gmail.com. 

HONOR LOVED ONES 

WITH EASTER LILIES  

Easter lilies are now for sale 
until April 5. Cost is $22 for an 
8” pot.  Lilies will decorate the 
chancel area on Easter Sunday 
and may be taken home after the 11:00 a.m. service on 
April 12. Tributes will be listed in a separate insert in the 
Easter bulletin. To purchase lilies, please complete the 
order form on the You Can Count on Me bulletin insert. 
Place your order form and payment in the Small Conference 
Room, next to The Gate Bookstore. You may also place your 
order at the Welcome Desk during the week. Please do not 
put your order in the offering plates.  

Final day to order will be Sunday, April 5.  

mailto:pepepug553@gmail.com
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 Sundays    “Wonderfully Made” Worship Service — Kingdom City 5:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays   Contemplative Journey 1 Class — Ongoing 9:00 a.m. 

 Fridays   Stories @ The Edge — The Edge Building 6:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday, March 4, 11, & 18 Lenten Organ Meditations with Joe Galema 12:15 p.m. 

 Wednesday, March 4 Contemplative Worship — (See schedule on page 4) 5:40 p.m. 

 Wednesday, March 4 Faith Academy Classes — (See schedule on page 4) 6:30 p.m. 

 Thursday, March 5 NOAH Breakfast — Snooze AM Eatery (7587 N Academy Blvd.) 9:00 a.m. 

 Thursday, March 5 Faith Academy Class — (Same class from Wednesdays )  9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday, March 8 Cathedral Choir sings in Service 11:00 a.m 

FIRST COMPANY’S PRODUCTION “GOD’S FAVORITE” (See details on page10 and back cover) 

Fridays, March 13 & 20 and Saturdays, March 14 & 21 at 7:30 p.m. Sundays, March 15 and 22 at 2:30 p.m.  

Tickets: Adults: $15    I    Military and senior Citizens: $12    I    Students: $5 
 

 Sunday, March 15 Mountain Sabbath: Wisdom of the Enneagram — JWR 9:00 a.m. 

 Tuesday, March 17 NOAH Lunch — Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen 11:30 a.m. 

 Wednesday, March 18 Spiritual Renewal Seminar — (Details on page 10)  

 Sunday, March 22 Special Sunday Offering — (Details on page 11)  

 Sunday, March 29 Family Worship — No Sunday School. Nursery care (birth-Pre-K) available 

SNOWBIRDS ALERT 

If you are in the habit of spending your winters in the moderate bliss of southern climes, we 
would like to get your records up to date. In a recent system conversion only the address 
you had on August 15, 2019, was captured and brought into the new system. Since then, 
you may have already given us your winter address, but to be sure, please contact Donna 

DiMuccio, at donnad@fumc-cs.org or 719-471-8522 to update your information. 

Once we have established this, the seasonal changes should be made automatically, as it did in our previous system. 
Thank you for helping us get through these updates and changes with minimal inconvenience to you. 
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REGISTRATION IS COMING SOON! 

VBS (Vacation Bible School)  
June 8-11, ages K-6th grade 

Day Camp at the Ranch  
July 7th OR July 8th, ages K- 3rd Grade 

Camp T4G at the Ranch 
July 9-11, 4th-6th grade 

Summer Events Summer Events 

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Kindergarten – 6th Grade 
Sign your child in with our new computer system, and 
after the children’s sermon 
we will all go to Kingdom 
City on the 2nd floor for 
Sunday School. In March, 
we will be learning about 
Lent and praying, while we 
play games, do crafts and have 
all sorts of fun!  Remember your 
Bibles!   

Ages 2-5/Pre-K 
Children in this age group are dropped off in 
Kingdom City on the 2nd floor. This month, the 
children will be learning about Jesus when He 
was young, and His very early ministry. Children 
will have a short lesson, time for coloring, playing, 
singing, and praying.   

Infants – Age 2 
Our littlest ones are dropped off in the infant nursery 
room where they can play, be rocked, or sleep.  They will 
learn that they are beloved children of God, precious to 
us all as they listen to short Bible stories and story books.   

FAMILY WORSHIP  

Sunday, March 29 
On the 5th Sunday of March, all 
school age children are invited 
to sit with their families during 
the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services - there will be no Sunday School. Make sure to say 
hi to your teachers as they worship with their families 
too! As always, nursery care is available for children birth-5/
Pre-K. 

T4G EGG HUNT  

WITH THE YOUTH! 

April 4 - Time TBA 
5th and 6th graders only! 

All of our T4G-ers are invited  
to an egg hunt with the youth 
group! Come, have fun and get to know Zach and the youth! 
Please RSVP to Marjorie Gross at marjorieg@fumc-cs.org. 

 

SEDER MEAL - PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

Make plans to be in Sunday School on Palm Sunday for a 
special experience as we share in our annual Seder Meal.   

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, April 11 at 10:00 a.m. 

Calling kids ages birth to 4th 
grade and families! We will meet 
in the Hospitality Center of the 
church for our Egg Hunt. The 
Hunt starts at 10:15 a.m. Tweens, grades 5th & 6th, are 
invited to volunteer to be egg hiders - we will need your 
help! Please watch the weather and dress accordingly. To 
volunteer, or for information, contact Marjorie Gross at 
marjorieg@fumc-cs.org. 
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Who wrote it? How many books? Where do I start? The 
Bible can be a daunting book, but we should become more 
aware to God’s Word. So let’s break it down together! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: BIBLE 101 

9:00-9:30 AM  (The Zone) 
Breakfast Club 
(Continental breakfast and hanging out!) 

9:30–10:30 AM (Hibbard Hall) 
Bible 101 
10:30-11:00 AM  
Hang Time in The Zone 

THE ZONE CLOSES AT 11:00 AM 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

LENTEN JOURNEY  
Wednesday, March 4, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. (First Fellowship Meal 5-6) 
The Zone  
Join us as we prepare our hearts for our Lenten journey. 

GATORADE OR JESUS? 
Wednesday, March 11, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. (Meal included).  
The Zone  

John 4:5-26  “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,  
but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 
the water I give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” After dinner, games and music, we will 
be digging into Soul Quencher with our small groups. 

9 SQUARE TOURNAMENT 
Wednesday, March 18, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. (Meal included).  
The Zone   

Let’s do this! We will have a 9 Square Tournament in Hibbard Hall, 
with prizes for the top players and a surprise for all. Bring a friend! 
Be sure to bring $5 for the entry fee, proceeds will go to missions.  

SPRING BREAK NO YOUTH 
Wednesday, March 25 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT - JOHN WESLEY RANCH 

Mondays, March 2, 9, 16, 30 and April 6, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
The Zone 
RETREAT: March 6 & 7  
Questions?  Zach, zachw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522. 

MISSION TRIP SIGN UP DEADLINE 

Saturday, March 8 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE & EASTER VIGIL 

 Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel  

 
Learn more about FUMC 

programs and events at  

www.fumc-cs.org 



8  I  The Encounter • First United Methodist Church 



First United Methodist Church • The Encounter  I  9  

The Edge is growing and it is the place to be! Each Friday, 
we have new people showing up that are blessed by our 
FUMC community. It is extra special when YOU are 
there.  Here are our guests for this month: 

March 6:   Mary Elmore and Kelly Ochs 

March 13: Lent about Deadly Sins and  Temptations 

March 20: Family Promise representatives  

March 24:  Personal stories at The Edge East 

March 27:  Stories told by youth 

Our very own will be sharing important, touching stories on 
the 6th. Then, who can resist a good story about the 
challenges of deadly sins? FUMC has been a big supporter of 
Family Promise for years. Listen to their stories to understand 
more what our support does. Youth need a safe place to 
share their challenges. If you know of a youth that has a story 
to share, we would love to hear from you! Please contact 
Asta Star at 561-401-1539  or astastar2016@gmail.com. 

We offer free dinner, free childcare and deep conversations 
where people find God's grace and connection in people's 
lives stories. Next month, look for our report on all the good 
we have done in the first quarter of 2020. 

PARKING AT THE EDGE 

The Edge building now has  
beautiful new signs that let the 
world know we are there. We 
are so grateful to the Mountain 
Sky Conference foundation and 
YOU for the funding to make this transformation possible. 
People can finally find us!  

You will also notice that we have partnered with AirGarage 
for parking permits. Members and visitors of FUMC can 
continue to park at The Edge parking lot, but you will need 
to text your license plate number to 719-212-1663 and then 
text the validation code “fumc.” If you need assistance, 
please go to the welcome desk and they will do this for you. 
You must repeat the process every time you park at The 
Edge. If you park at The Edge on a regular basis, please email 
Rev. Tiffany Keith at tiffanyk@fumc-cs.org to be put in for a 
longer period parking system. 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS 

LENTEN SMALL GROUP 

The Prairie Campus invites 
everyone at FUMC to come 
grow through a Lenten Small 
Group. Meet new friends and 
grow closer to God during  
this Lenten season. “24 Hours 
That Changed the World” is a Lenten study about Jesus’ 
experience from the Last Supper on Thursday night to His 
Crucifixion on Friday. Folks can order the book through 
Amazon. Contact Pastor Patty for information on locations 
(in neighborhood homes located in Eastern Colorado Springs), 
dates, and how to sign up, at pattyw@fumc-cs.org or  
471-8522 x 204. 

Let’s journey together during this Lent beginning February 26 
through April 11. Each group will run for seven sessions. 

6:00-7:30 p.m. Sunday night group—the home of David and 
Elaine Norris, led by David Norris 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Wednesday night group—the home of 
Michele and Kevin Honeycutt, led by Steve Burnett 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Thursday night group—the home of Kent 
Bair, led by Kent Bair 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS  

Looking for a church home in eastern 
Colorado Springs? 
We have a campus of First United 
Methodist that meets in the Banning 
Lewis Ranch area for Sunday weekly 
worship at 10:00 a.m.  

For more information visit us online at www.fumcprairie.org, 
or Facebook – FUMC Prairie Campus. You may also contact 
Rev. Patty Walker, pastor of the Prairie Campus, at  
Pattyw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522 ext. 204. 

mailto:astastar2016@gmail.com
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BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 

FOR SUNDAY MORNINGS 

The Bus Ministry helps people 
who could not otherwise drive 
themselves to church have the 
opportunity to worship with 
us on Sundays at FUMC. Our drivers work every 4-6 weeks 
on a rotating system. We need additional drivers to 
accommodate the rotating schedule. You do not need to 
have a special drivers license to be a bus driver for FUMC. 
We just need you to be a dedicated and compassionate 
volunteer! We will train you to drive the bus.  

Being one of the FUMC Sunday morning bus drivers is so much 
more that just providing transportation for people. You are a 
kind and listening presence to the folks who ride the bus. You 
are extending the love of God to individuals as you help them 
get to church on Sunday mornings. For questions, contact 
Rev. Ann McClellan at annm@fumc-cs.org, or Anil Dewan, Bus 
Ministry Coordinator, anil_dewan@outlook.com or at (262)
893-3000. 

GOD’S FAVORITE 

Marty Fennewald chose “God’s 
Favorite” as First Company’s 
spring production not to make 
a religious statement — the 
play is based on the Old 
Testament character of Job — but because the story is 
poignant, thought-provoking and funny. 

The dark comedy written by Neil Simon tells the story of Joe 
Benjamin, a devout multimillionaire with a wife, prodigal 
daughter, a pair of kooky twins, a maid and a butler. A 
messenger from God arrives at Joe’s Long Island mansion 
and announces God has named Joe his favorite person. This 
prompts Satan to make a bet he can get Joe to renounce 
God. Despite losing his home and business and suffering 
numerous afflictions, Joe never gives in. 

Dan Robbins, a First Company board member who most 
recently directed “Sister Act” plays Joe, while Catherine 
McGuire, a veteran actor in local theatre productions, television 
commercials and documentaries, makes her First Company 
debut as Sydney Lipton, God’s messenger. She is one of two 
women cast in parts that were written for males. The other is 
Shelby Evanoika, who plays Dani Benjamin, Joe’s prodigal 
daughter. See more information on the back cover... 

MOUNTAIN SABBATH: 

WISDOM OF THE 

ENNEAGRAM 

Sunday, March 15 
John Wesley Ranch 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Registration Deadline: March 8 
(Register by email with Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer at 
todds@fumc-cs.org) 
Suggested Donation: $25 (bring to retreat) 

This will be a very special Mountain Sabbath retreat day! 
Rev. Schawn Kellogg will be leading us in an introduction to 
the ancient enneagram personality system. Schawn will 
share how the enneagram can help us grow spiritually and 
grow in self-knowledge. Upon registration you will receive a 
packet of information by email. Please read it through 
before the retreat day. This pre-retreat work is a very 
important part of the retreat. Mountain Sabbath is open to 
anyone willing to explore spiritual themes with an open 
mind and heart. 

Rev. Schawn Kellogg lives in Denver. She is an ordained 
deacon in the UMC, received an M.Div. from Iliff School of 
Theology, holds an advanced certification in the enneagram, 
and also serves as a spiritual director with training from the 
Haden Institute in North Carolina.  

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

SEMINAR 

The power that can transform 
our lives is the power of God’s 
love available to each of us 
through the release of the Holy 
Spirit. Would you like to learn how to release that power to 
people in your life or your care? Join us for the Spiritual 
Enrichment Seminar presented by the local OSL (Order of St. 
Luke) Healing Community in the Prayer Room, from 12:30-
2:00 p.m. We meet once a month on the 3rd Wednesday: 
March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15 and August 19. 
Materials will be provided. We will view a DVD developed by 
Rev. Paul Feider who is currently serving as President of OSL 
in the US and is nationally recognized for his work in spiritual 
direction and healing. There will be a request for a small 
love offering to cover the cost of materials at the first 
session.  To sign up contact Judy Rogers at 719-216-8004, or 
vjames_judy@yahoo.com. Please pre-register so materials 
can be ready for the first session. 

mailto:vjames_judy@yahoo.com
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UMCOR SUNDAY  

SPECIAL OFFERING 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 

TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES THAT 
HAVE EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN 
THE WAKE OF DISASTER 

When disaster strikes around the globe— Haiti’s 2010 
earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 —so many watching 
the drama unfold on their living room televisions feel 
entirely helpless. How could any one person make a 
difference in the wake of such widespread devastation? As 
responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is 
prepared to act. 

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to 
meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of 
World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in 
desperate need—today throughout more than eighty 
countries around the world. 

Your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday is what allows 
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church. 
UMCOR moves to help toward the most vulnerable in their 
darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth 
and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—
together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic 
need. Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s 
compassionate response to human suffering continues today: 

• When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 

• When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we 
 responded 

• When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we 
 responded 

And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared 
to respond. 

The funds received from this special offering are used for 
UMCOR yearly administrative costs. All other donations 
are directly used for UMCOR relief projects. 

All United Methodists have the annual opportunity to come 
together to make a special offering to benefit UMCOR in 
support of worldwide humanitarian aid. Please look for the 
special UMCOR envelopes in the Sunday service bulletins 
on March 22, 2020 and give generously.   

UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN’S EASTER 

BASKET WORKSHOP 

Every year the UMW partici-
pates in making Easter Baskets, 
as part of a Church Women 
United project. These baskets are given to El Paso County 
Social Services to distribute to families whose children 
would not receive one otherwise. We will be collecting 
supplies, such as baskets, grass, cellophane bags, wrapped 
candy, plastic eggs, small toys or stuffed animals, pencils, 
toothbrushes, etc. We will be assembling the baskets 
during a workshop on Saturday, March 21, 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 235. If you would like to donate items for the 
baskets, please contact Barbara Canavan, 719-487-3181.  

FMSC BACK AT IT! 

The Feed My Starving Children 
team is back at it! During 
the busy holiday season, the 
leadership team started meeting. 
We are now in full swing of 
planning our next MobilePack. Prior to the pack we need to 
raise $26,000. Our goal is to have our next MobilePack this 
coming summer. Ambitious? Yes, but with an energized 
leadership team, faith, and your help we can do it! Watch 
for our fundraising efforts, our informational tables, and 
our articles in the Encounter as well as the weekly bulletins 
for more information. Also, please keep us in your prayers. 
Until all children are fed! 

NOAH BREAKFAST  

Join us Thursday, March 5 for 
breakfast at Snooze AM Eatery, 
7587 N. Academy Blvd.  

No reservation is required.  

NOAH LUNCH 

Our next lunch together is 
Tuesday, March 17. We will 
meet at Cheddar’s Scratch 
Kitchen, 1140 Interquest Pkwy 
at 11:30 a.m. No reservation is 
required. 
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Learn more about 
God’s Favorite  

on page 10  
of this issue... 


