
The FMSC MobilePack is just a couple of 
weeks away now and the committee is 
working hard to insure it is a success. Our 
focus right now is signing up the 500 
volunteers needed to pack our meal goal 
of 108,864 meals during the two-day 
event. There are two shifts available on 
Friday, August 16: 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. (to set 
up) and 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (to pack). Sign up 
for one or both shifts if you are able.  

Four shifts are available on Saturday, 
August 17. Packing shifts: 9:00-11:00 a.m., 
12:00-2:00 p.m. and 3:00-5:00 p.m. Clean 
up shift: from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Childcare will 
be provided for the 9:00-11:00 a.m. shift. 
Bring friends, family, and any group you 
might be involved with to pack at one or 
more of the shifts! Make it fun and 
challenge another group against yours to pack more meals.  

We recognize there is a need here at home as well as 
internationally. In addition to packing food for FMSC, we are 
asking the volunteers to bring a non-perishable food item for 
the local food shelf. 

To comply with FDA requirements and remove all 
opportunity for foreign objects to fall into the life-saving 
meals FMSC, volunteers must remove all jewelry and/or 
accessories before packing. Wedding bands are permitted. 
However, if your band has a stone, you will be required to 

wear a glove. Also, if you have been sick 
within 24 hours prior to you shift, please 
cancel your reservation to release the spot 
for another volunteer. See fmsc.org for 
more volunteer related FAQs. 

The committee has also been hard at work 
to raise the $24,000 this mission 
experience to our church. goal necessary 
to bring Contributions continue to come in, 
and we are very grateful for your support. 
$24,000 will feed 108,864 children in need 
around the world! Our church mission is to 
fully fund this worthy cause. All donations 
are greatly appreciated.  

Donations can be made online at http://
give.fmsc.org/cosprings or by writing a check 
to the church with Feed My Starving Children 
in the memo line.  

Sign up to volunteer for our mobile pack in 
August at http://give.fmsc.org/cosprings.   
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Sunday Worship Service Times  
 7:30 am Early Riser in the Chapel 
 8:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 am Contemporary in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary  
Live broadcasts of the 11:00 am service on FOX, channel 21.2 (cable 7)  
and CW 57. Closed captioning available. 

Sunday School Classes are at 9:30 & 10:45 am 

Considering Membership at First UMC? 
If you are interested in membership at First United Methodist Church or 
have questions, please call 719-471-8522 ext. 270 for more information. 

Encounter is printed and published once a month by First United Methodist 
Church, 420 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903. Materials for 
inclusion are due three weeks before publication date and are subject to 
approval. Not all submissions are guaranteed to be included. Articles, 
comments, or suggestions are welcomed by emailing, annaliec@fumc-cs.org 
or calling, 719-471-8522 ext. 272. 

Cover Photo:   Feed My Starving Children MobilePack  

You will be receiving a letter in August with a request to give 
a second mile gift to the church. I know that many give 
sacrificially. Some of us are in a position of giving $100 or 
$200 additional gift to the church and it won’t affect us 
deeply in any way. If enough of us give that additional 
amount to the church, we will go into the fall in much better 
financial shape. 

In addition to the second mile giving request, I would like you 
to consider several other steps. Obviously, catching up on 
your pledge as soon as you can will help a lot! If you have not 
made a pledge this year, it is never too late to make one!  
Call the church office and we will help you make your pledge.  
If you would consider making your gift through an automatic 
withdrawal from your bank, it would help us keep a regular 
and steady stream of income, rather than experiencing highs 
and lows in giving. Again, the church finance office can help.  
Each of these steps would make a big difference. 

God is at work in our church!  The Prairie Campus is touching 
dozens of lives of folks that had no connection to us, or to 
any church! We have had a busy summer with many activities 
for children and youth. Our worship attendance is beginning 
to steadily climb again. I just signed four baptismal certificates 
for baptisms in the coming weeks!  There is good energy and 
a lot of activity.   

I want to thank you in advance for your faithfulness. This 
congregation never ceases to amaze me in its ability to show 
compassion and mercy to our hurting world. The support of 
our operating budget is the foundational way we support all 
of our work together.  Your dollars touch lives!  Thanks! 

See you in worship, 

Kent 

Several times in my ministry at First Church we have started 
out the year slowly in terms of giving to our operating 
budget. Once again, we are experiencing one of those years. 
You are a generous congregation and have given a 
tremendous amount of support to the many ministries of 
your church. Even during the tumultuous times we are 
experiencing as a denomination, you have been steadfast 
and faithful. And I am confident that you will step up to this 
challenge as you have in the past. 

A couple of times in the past we have asked you to give over 
and above your regular giving to help the church catch up.  
We are asking you to do that once again.  We are asking as 
many of you as are able to go a second mile, to give a gift to 
help the church stay strong financially. 

We are unsure why we started the year behind.  Some on the 
Finance Committee think it may have to do with the reality 
that many folks ended up owing more in taxes at the 
beginning of the year than they had anticipated. Some are 
concerned that with the doubling of the standard deduction, 
many folks are not giving as much because they don’t need 
to for tax purposes. I am confident, however, that most of 
you know your giving to the church is about your spiritual 
growth, it is about your deep gratitude for all that God has 
done and is doing in your life.  I know tax issues are real.  But 
so is the need in our world to be touched by the love of God.  
Your giving is what allows that to happen. 

Going the Second 
Mile! 

By Kent Ingram, Senior Pastor  
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 WORDS FROM 

JAN CAFFEY,  
LAY LEADER 

We sent a large delegation to Annual Conference in Billings, 
Montana, June 13-16. The main accomplishment was the 
election of delegates to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. Rev. Kent Ingram was again elected as one of 
our conference’s two General Conference delegates.  
Rev. Tiffany Keith was elected as a reserve delegate for 
Jurisdictional Conference. As with all conferences, an equal 
number of clergy and lay people were elected. 

We voted on several petitions, most of which do not have 
much affect on laity or our local church. The key petition 
that passed was to ask the Western Jurisdiction Conference 
of Bishops to call a special conference to develop a process 
for separation from the United Methodist Church. It’s pretty 
much decided that the denomination will split. The 
atmosphere seemed to me mostly “wait and see.” The real 
decisions will take place later and at a higher level. 

Conference always ends with commissioning and ordination 
of pastors. I didn’t know any of the candidates this year, 
but I still got emotional several times. I watched my 
friends Rev. Dr. Chuck Stephens and Rev. Tiffany Keith go 
through the very long process of seminary, internship, 
their provisional periods and ordination. I learned that 
Methodist pastors undergo an incredible amount of 
education, training, scrutiny and evaluation. Anyone who 
completes this arduous process successfully has my 
respect. To see the laying on of hands for this year’s new 
clergy and to see them receive their stoles surrounded by 
loved ones and mentors was very moving. 

WELCOME MARJORIE GROSS  

AS NEW DIRECTOR OF 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES! 

Marjorie Gross joined the staff as 
Director of Children’s Ministries this 
July, working alongside Janita for a 
couple of weeks. Marjorie is a graduate 
of McMurry University in Abilene, 
Texas, and Perkins School of Theology 
at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas.  Marjorie 
has served as a pastoral intern in El Paso, served as a pastor 
in a small congregation in New Mexico, and served as the 
Interim coordinator of Children and Youth at St. John’s UMC 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Marjorie has been active in our church, worshiping, working 
with children at the Prairie Campus, and working in our 
nursery.  She comes from a long line of Methodist folks, and we 
are excited to have her as a part of our ministry team. We will 
officially welcome Marjorie at all of the sanctuary services and 
in the fellowship time on Sunday, August 4. Welcome Marjorie! 

I WILL REMEMBER… 

It is time for me to leave the 
nest and stretch my wings a 
little bit. Each one of you 
has been such a special part 
of my journey here at FUMC. 
You have supported me 
through the ups and downs… you have always had my back 
(as it’s seen in the picture above!)…  

You have blessed me time and time again with your words 
of love and encouragement! I am leaving here as your 
Director of Children’s Ministries, but the children and you 
will always hold a special place in my heart. Should you ever 
find yourself out east, stop for a visit!  My new position will 
be serving as pastor for three small churches in Cheyenne 
Wells, Eads and Haswell, Colorado.  Our new home address 
is 88 W. 3rd Street N., Cheyenne Wells, CO 80810. Our 
mailing address is PO Box 154 in Cheyenne Wells, CO. My 
new email will be pastorjanita@gmail.com. 

One of my favorite blessings is this:  “May the road rise to 
meet you. May the wind always be at your back. May the 
sun shine warm upon your face. May the rains fall soft upon 
your fields, and until we meet again, may God hold you in 
the palm of His hand.”   Until we meet again… 

GOLDENWEDS CELEBRATION 

It’s time to prepare, have fun, 
and celebrate our Golden Couples 
who have been together for 50+ 
years! The celebration is planned 
for Sunday, August 25. We are in the planning stages of this 
wonderful celebration. Whether you would like to help plan, 
decorate, serve or cleanup for this event, the choice is 
yours! Let’s celebrate with the couples that still say… “I do” 
and honor their love and wisdom for one another! If you  
are interested in helping, please contact Melissa Williams at 
melissaw@fumc-cs.org or call 471-8522 ext. 237.   
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

COORDINATOR NEEDED 

We have an opening in the 
music staff for the Children’s 
Choir Coordinator position. This 
is a paid position. Responsibilities will include scheduling all 
children’s choirs to appear in worship; providing guidance, 
encouragement, training and resources for directors of all 
children’s choirs. Interested? Stop by the Music and Arts 
Office and pick up a job description. 

YOUTH SINGERS 

WORKSHOP  

Our youth choir (Youth Singers) 
will resume activities with the 
Annual Fall Workshop Saturday, 
August 17 in the Choir Room 
(Basement level). 

New members: arrive at 8:00 a.m. for donuts, filling out 
forms, getting music, getting a robe, etc.  

Returning members arrive at 8:30 a.m. for donuts and 
meeting new members. We will get to know each other, sing 
some music and hear preliminary plans for the 2020 Tour. We 
will prepare music to sing in worship for the following three 
weeks. Our day will conclude with pizza. Don’t miss this 
exciting event. Regular Sunday afternoon rehearsals will 
begin on September 8 at 3:45 p.m. 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

WORKSHOP 

Calling all returning Chancel Choir 
members and new prospects! 
Join us for the annual Workshop 
Saturday, August 24 at the John 
Wesley Ranch (Divide, CO). We will gather at 8:00 a.m. for a 
snack breakfast (at the Ranch) and then have time to visit 
with each other and sing LOTS of new (and familiar) music. 
We’ll get a chance to look at our Christmas Concert music 
(MESSIAH!) as well as a sneak preview of our spring concert 
music. This is the PERFECT time for interested NEW 
members to come and join us. If you are NEW and want us 
to help arrange a ride to the John Wesley Ranch, call the 
Music Office, 471-8522, ext. 221 and let us know. All 
attendees should bring a sack lunch (and drink). We will 
conclude our day with a brief worship service in the Chapel 
at the Ranch and be gone by 4:00 p.m. Come and enjoy! 

CHAMBER 

ORCHESTRA  

OF THE SPRINGS 

PRESENTS ORGAN 

SPECTACULAR V! 

The Chamber Orchestra 
of the Springs opens its 
36th season with another expansive Organ Spectacular! at 
First United Methodist Church on Sunday, September 
15 at 2:30 p.m. This first concert of the 2019-2020 season 
opens with an exotic trip through Germany and France, 
ending at the mysterious Hearst Castle in San Simeon, 
California—home of Charles Foster Kane of Citizen 
Kane fame. Carol Wilson, Organist at First Christian Church, 
joins the Chamber Orchestra playing Rheinberger ’s  
Organ Concerto No. 2 in G minor. Simon Jacobs, the new 
Organist-Choirmaster at Grace and St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, performs Poulenc’s Organ Concerto in G minor. Joe 
Galema is the soloist for the local premiere of Michael 
Daugherty’s Once Upon a Castle. This piece rounds out the 
powerful and diverse program with a mind-boggling tour of 
Hearst Castle’s Neptune Pool and opulent parties in the 
Xanadu style, with a nod to Citizen Kane’s famous 
“Rosebud.” FUMC’s powerful Reuter organ, the largest 
instrument in Colorado Springs, is the real star of this 
performance.   

Specially priced tickets may be purchased in the hospitality 
center on August 25 and September 8. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

PROGRAM  

Our Children’s Choir program  
(divided by age groups) will 
resume rehearsals in September 
(after Labor Day). If you have 
children age 4 (by September 
1) through 6th grade, we have 
a choir for your child. 

We also offer handbells for 
children in grades 4th-6th. The children’s choirs are an 
excellent way for your child to learn about God through 
music; learn about worship; learn about being together in a 
group; and learn about scripture. The children’s choir 
program provides an excellent foundation for children as 
they approach junior high and high school when they come 
into the Youth Singers (youth choir for grades 7th-12th). 
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 Sundays    “Wonderfully Made” Worship Service — Kingdom City 5:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays   In the World Bible Study On-going — Large Conference Room 

 Thursday, August 1 NOAH Breakfast — Western Omelette (16 S. Walnut) 9:00 a.m. 

 Saturday, August 3 UMW Annual Day at the Ranch — John Wesley Ranch 10:00 a.m. 

 Saturday, August 10 Contemplative Hike — Fox Run Park (Details on page 9)  

 Wednesday, August 14 NOAH Trip to the Rockies Game  

 Saturday, August 17 Worship Support Team Training Day — (Details on page 8) 

 Saturday, August 17 Youth Singers Workshop — (Details on page 4)  

 Saturday, August 17 Acolyte Training — (Details on page 6)  10:30 a.m. 

 Sunday, August 18 Potluck in the Parlor — (Details on page 8)  

 Mon-Wed, August 19-21 First Company Auditions for Fall Production of "Heidi"  7:00 - 9:30 p.m.  

  Please come prepared to do a 1-2 minute monologue cold reading from the script in the FUMC Theatre. 

 Tuesday, August 20 NOAH Lunch — Black Bear Restaurant (1340 Garden of the Gods) 11:30 a.m. 

 Sunday, August 25 Goldenweds Celebration — Fellowship Hall 12:05 p.m. 

 Sunday, August 25 Chancel Choir Workshop — John Wesley Ranch 8:00 a.m.  

 

 Sunday, September 8 Centering Prayer — On-going 9:30 a.m. 

 Sunday, September 8 Youth Singers Rehearsals Resume  3:45 p.m. 

 Tuesdays, Sept. 10-29 Spiritual Journaling Class for Seniors (Details on page 9)  

 Sunday, September 15 Chamber Orchestra of the Springs Organ Spectacular Concert 2:30 p.m. 

 Wednesdays, September 18 Grief Group — (Details on page 11)  
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WELCOME MARJORIE GROSS AS 

THE NEW DIRECTOR OF 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES!     

Marjorie, our new Director of Children’s 
Ministries will be able to tell you all 
about herself in the next issue of the 
Encounter. Or perhaps you might 
want to pop up to Kingdom City to say 
hello and to make her feel welcome!   

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9:30 AM 

This summer, we have learned all about “the 
journey,” learning from where we have been to 
where we are going. This has been an epic 
summer vacation! Fall is now around the corner 
so watch for new and exciting news in Children’s 
Ministry. We hope you will come and join us at 
9:30 a.m. every Sunday in Kingdom City!   

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP - 

11:00 AM 

Children’s Worship is a place where 
children begin to understand and 
experience worship by following the 
liturgical scripture being used in the 11:00 
a.m. service. This is a multi-age large group 
worship service in Kingdom City.   

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

ACOLYTE TRAINING  
Saturday, August 17 

If you have a child in 3rd – 6th 
grade and they would like to 
serve the church as an acolyte 
or cross bearer, please sign 
them up using the You Can Count On Me yellow insert in the 
Sunday bulletin, or contact your new director of Children’s 
Ministries, Marjorie Gross at marjorieg@fumc-cs.org. 
Acolyte training is 10:30-1:30 p.m. This includes training, 
lunch, and a project. Children will be commissioned on the 
18th with everyone else on the worship teams.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIRS   

Our children’s choirs will resume 
in September! Look for more 
information on the September 
issue of the Encounter. 

A SUMMER TO 

REMEMBER! 

First,  we had VBS and we 
learned all about God’s Story 
which culminated with a trip to 
see Toy Story 4.  We had a 
blast and we collected nearly 
700 toys for Partners in 
Housing! Thank you to the 
CONGREGATION for supporting 
Children’s Ministries. 

Next, we had Day Camp followed 
by our Camp T4G all at John 
Wesley Ranch. Here are a couple 
of memories. 

And finally, we ended the 
summer with our Music Art and 
Drama Camp which we call 
First Act and they are a hard 
act to follow! 

FAITH ACADEMY 101 – 

JUST FOR KIDS 

Faith Academy classes 101 —
Just for Kids! will resume in 
September. Look for more 
information in the September 
issue of the Encounter. 
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What can a cartoon tell about our life in God and with 
each other? Join us this summer as we watch some of the 
beloved Pixar short films and try to dig in to a deeper 
message we can use for here and now… and enjoy some 
beautiful storytelling. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

GOD’S TALL TALES:PIXAR SHORTS 

YOUTH MINISTRY WORKS HERE 

Sunday, August 4 at Noon, Hibbard Hall 
Come share your prayers, presence, gifts, service, or witness 
with this Amazing Student Ministry. Please join us for this 
meeting, where you and learn how to be a part of this 
incredible community. Help us be the Church of TODAY!  

LYM TRAINING PART 1 

Wednesday, August 7, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone  
God made each one of us unique, a part of his body with a 
purpose to fulfill his Glory. Asta Star, however, grew up 
knowing a life of abuse, rejection and loneliness which led 
her astray. Today, Asta uses a system to hear God’s call.  By 
using material from “The Passion Test” and Discover “Your 
God Given Gifts,” Asta will help you better understand your 
purpose by connecting to your own gifts and passions.  

SWITCHBACKS FOOTBALL CLUB FAMILY GAME 

Saturday, August 10, 6:00 p.m. Weidner Field 
Tickets: $10 per person (Contact Zach for tickets) 

YAT MEETING 

Sunday, August 11, 11:00 a.m. The Zone    
Come share your ideas for the upcoming year. Topics, 
events, space changes, games, places, service projects, 
speakers — Let us know where your ministry is calling YOU! 

LYM TRAINING PART 2 

Wednesday, August 14, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone  
From the rough streets of Cleveland to the U.S. military to 
the top of Amazon’s Best Selling Christian Rap Music chart, 
Tyrone Crawford’s story reads like a novel, full of passionate 
struggle, steadfast faith, and spiritual transformation. The 
nationally known Christian rapper who captivates audiences 
with his one-of-a-kind sound, driving beats, and powerful 
words has signed with Colorado Springs, Colo. – based new 
management and label WieRok Entertainment.  

HOPE DINNER 

Wednesday, August 21, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall 
This is our night to show our appreciation to those who have 
given so much to the mission of this student ministry. Please 
join us to serve  and recap the summer. Sign-up with Zach. 

SCHOOL YEAR KICKOFF 

Wednesday, August 28, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone   
It’s hard to believe another year is already starting. Let us 
come together and experience it all! 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN PACKING EVENT 

Thursday-Saturday, August 15-17. Friendship Lounge 
We will be supporting FMSC and helping with setup and 
even packing meals for starving children across the world. 
Come be a part of the important mission. Thursday night: 
Setup and moving furniture. Packing meal shifts on Friday 
afternoon: 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.   I   6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

9:00 AM  (The Zone) 
Breakfast Club  

9:30 AM  (Room 52) 
God’s Tall Tales: Pixar Shorts  

11:00 AM  
The Zone is closed. 

T4G SUMMER CAMP HIGHLIGHTS! 

This  year, our 4th through 6th 
graders joined in on a summer 
adventure. On July 11, our 
campers made their first stop at 
the Air Force Academy where 
they met with FUMC principal 
organist Joe Galema and visited 
the AFA Chapel, where he was the 
principal organist for over 30 
years! Then, the T4G group went 
on to the John Wesley Ranch to 
discover and explore the beauty 
of FUMC retreat in the mountains.  



8  I  The Encounter • First United Methodist Church 

WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM TRAINING DAY 

Saturday, August 17 

Attention ushers, communion servers, Andrew Ministers, 
acolytes, section hosts, Sunday hospitality team members. Are 
you part of a Worship Support Team or interested in learning 
more about helping with worship? If so, please plan on joining 
us on August 17 for training; times vary depending on your 
volunteer roles but all are encouraged to join us for lunch.  

Team leaders are working hard to make sure you have all the 
tools to empower you to use your gifts and talents so members 
and guests alike feel warmly welcomed and invited into high 
quality worship experiences week after week. Also, this is a 
great time to recruit new volunteers so, feel free to invite 
people that you think would be a good addition to the team, 
look for invitations around the church and a bulletin insert on 
Sunday, August 4. Finally, all team members will be invited to 
the front of the sanctuary on August 18 for commissioning and 
blessing. If you are part of the team, we would love to have you 
join us. If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Melissa Williams at melissaw@fumc-cs.org.  

10:30 a.m. – 12 noon  Acolytes, Section Hosts, Ushers 
11:30 a.m.  –  12 noon  Andrew Ministers 
12 noon -1:00 p.m.       ALL TEAMS 
1:00 p.m. -1:30 p.m.     Hospitality Team  
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Communion Team 

NOAH BREAKFAST  

Join us for our NOAH breakfast 
Thursday, August 1 at 9:00 a.m. 
at Western Omelette located 
on 16 S. Walnut. Reservation is 
not needed. Hope to see you 
there. It is always a great time for fellowship! 

NOAH TRIP TO  

A ROCKIES GAME 

We will be headed to Denver 
to see the Colorado Rockies 
‘game Wednesday, August 14. 
We’ll return to the church 
after the game is over. Tickets are sold out. Contact Khan 
McClellan at revkhan@msn.com if you would like to add 
your name to the wait list in case there are any cancelations.  

NOAH LUNCH 

Join us for our NOAH lunch 
Tuesday, August 20. We will 
meet at 11:30 a.m. at Black 
Bear Restaurant (1340 Garden 
of the Gods). We have lots of 
fun at these gathering. Hope you can join us! 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

BEING COLLECTED 

It's nearly time for school to 
begin again! We are collecting 
specific supplies to benefit 
District 11 students at West 
Campus and North Middle School. A collection box will be 
near the welcome desk from July 28 through August 11.  

Requested items are:   
3” 3-ring, heavy duty binders 
Binder dividers (8pack) 
3-Pack of multi-colored highlighters 
Colored pencils (12 count) 
Pocket folders with 2 prongs (red, blue, orange, white) 
White index cards (packs of 100) 
Thumb drives 
Tri-fold display boards for projects 

Any of these items will be greatly appreciated by students, 
their families, and their teachers! For more information, call 
Carol McCallister at 719 591-7231. 

POTLUCK IN THE PARLOR 

Anyone who has lost their  
spouse is invited to join this 
group. Come eat together with 
your church family and know 
that you are not alone! You 
are loved! We meet the third Sunday of each month.  Come 
enjoy a meal with others who may be seeking some 
conversation on Sunday, August 18 at 12 noon in the 
Parlor. Please bring a main dish, salad, side dish, or dessert 
to share. If you have questions, please contact Laura 
Whitmore at lauraw@fumc-cs.org or Rev. Ann McClellan at 
annm@fumc-cs.org or 471-8522 ext. 214. 
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NEW RESOURCES TABLE 

Sunday, September 8  
Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer will be 
hosting a New Resources Table 
in the hospitality area on the 
morning of Sunday, September 8. This will be an 
opportunity to check out new resources that could be used 
with your small group, Sunday School class or other 
formation groups (existing or new). There are some 
interesting new resources coming out every year worth 
looking at. The resources on this table are ones that Todd has 
gleaned from hundreds that have come out recently. Come 
by and check them out and chat with Todd about your 
spiritual formation group/class. Help spread the word!  

IN THE WORLD CLASS 

BIBLE STUDY 

Have you ever experienced a 
small group Bible study where 
everyone's contributions are 
valued and welcomed? A Bible 
study where the Holy Spirit attends and blessings are felt 
and shared is available on a weekly basis on Thursdays at 
1:00 p.m. in the large conference room on the third floor at 
FUMC. The group will begin its fall series on September 5 
with the first in a series of in-depth studies on the Gospel 
of John. Why not give it a try and make some new friends? 
Please email Betty Howard at bjhoward@aol.com or Ralph 
Kruger at pepepug553@gmail.com to express an interest and 
have your questions answered, or simply attend the first 
session in September. 

SPIRITUAL JOURNALING 

CLASS FOR SENIORS 

Are these golden years a little 
bit daunting? Do you sometimes 
feel very much alone when 
you encounter occasional 
setbacks?  With the camaraderie of this group and the use 
of an Illif workbook to put down your daily activities, 
thoughts and feelings you may encounter an occasional 
rainbow of blessings. Plus it doesn't hurt to have the 
presence of the Holy Spirit among us. We also branch  
out into creative writing. This group meets Tuesdays, 
September 10 - 29, 9:30 -11:30 a.m. Class size is limited to 
10 participants. For additional information, please contact 
Betty Howard bghoward@aol.com 531-6315. 

CENTERING PRAYER  

ON SUNDAYS  

Are you hungry for more 
stillness, silence, depth of 
prayer?  If so, take note! You 
are invited to a time of learning  
the ancient practice of Centering Prayer, beginning Sunday, 
September 8, 9:30-10:15 a.m., in the prayer room. Go to 
www.contemplativeoutreach.org for more information on 
Centering Prayer. If this form of prayer and meditation is 
new to you, do not hesitate to join in. There will be 
experienced people guiding the group. If you have questions, 
please contact Bruce Sage at brucesage715@gmail.com, or 
719-460-2996. 

CONTEMPLATIVE HIKE: 

THE UTE PRAYER TREES 

OF FOX RUN PARK 

Saturday, August 10, 9:00 a.m.  

Register by August 7 with 
Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer at 
todds@fumc-cs.org or 719-471-8522. 

Bring: Hiking clothes, sturdy shoes, rain jacket, sack lunch 
and plenty of water/fluids.  

Location: Fox Run Park (meet at the Roller Coaster Road 
trail head off of Roller Coaster Rd, just north of Reveille 
Drive. NOT the main entrance off of Stella Dr. 

You are invited to enjoy this relaxing morning of hiking 
amongst Ute Prayer trees and a shared time for meditation 
and prayer. This will be an easy hike and we won’t be in a 
hurry! The plan is to meet at the Roller Coaster Road trail 
head at 9:00 a.m. (directions above). Once everyone has 
shown up and taken advantage of the restrooms, we will 
head out for a hike to find several different types of prayer 
trees located in the park. After the hike, we will have lunch 
together (note what to bring above). A time for meditation, 
contemplative prayer and sharing will close out this 
wonderful day. We should be finished by 1:00 p.m.  

 
Learn more about FUMC 

programs and events at  

www.fumc-cs.org 
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FAMILY  

PROMISE WALK 

For the past several years 
First United Methodist 
Church has supported 
Family Promise (formerly 
IHN) as they raised funds 
through the Crop Walk which is now called the Family 
Promise Walk. This year, the church will take a different 
approach as Family Promise is hoping to begin some new 
projects. 

Family Promise has begun a capital campaign to raise $1.5 
million in order to find a larger day services house to 
support more families.  The new day services house would 
help Family Promise take up to ten families in their 
programs, which are limited to four to five families at this 
time. In addition, they are looking for a facility to use for a 
low barrier family shelter. The low barrier shelter would 
allow them to host families for 30 days, generally for 
emergency housing as they go through the vetting process 
to become clients. The program would provide job search 
assistance and other services to help the family become 
self-sustaining once again.   

On Sundays, August 25 and September 8, FUMC will take 
special offerings at the end of each service in support of 
these Family Promise programs. Family Promise is one of 
the longstanding missions of this church. If you have 
supported Family Promise walks in the past, the missions 
committee hopes you will do so again this year. If you 
haven’t supported the walks before, we hope you will take 
this opportunity to help FUMC show support for their 
ministries to families finding themselves in a homeless 
situation in the Colorado Springs community.  

• She has served as an usher, a lay reader, and a 
communion server 

• She volunteered for VBS for many years. 

• She led 8 hikes up 14,000 foot mountains. 

Gretchen in the community: 
• She was a docent at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo for 30 

years. 

• She was active in the Medical Auxiliary in her early years 
in Colorado Springs. 

• She and Bill gave 22 presentations throughout the 
community on Zebulon Pike during the 200th 
anniversary of Pike’s expedition. 

• She has presented papers 3 different times at the 
Association of Zoo and Aquarium Docents. 

• She gave bus tours of the Colorado Springs area through 
the American Association of University Women as an 
organization fundraiser. 

NANCY BAGGS has provided leadership for the Library Ministry 
at FUMC for approximately 40 years. Nancy’s mother started 
the library here at the church in the 1970’s. Recently, Wilma 
Hunter has assisted Nancy with the library. In the future the 
library leadership will  be formed by a team of retired 
librarians: Brenda Hawley, Lorena Mitchell, and Ed Scott.   

Nancy’s family made First United Methodist their church 
home when they moved to Colorado Springs in 1946. Dr. 
Albertson was senior minister of the church. Nancy attended 
Steele Elementary School, North Junior High and Colorado 
Springs High School. She taught in the Math Departments of 
University of Wyoming and later at UCCS until she retired in 
1999. 

Nancy served FUMC in many different ways in the past, 
including: 

• Teaching seventh and eighth graders in Sunday School 

• A member of United Methodist Women for many years 

• Treasurer of Nightingale Circle in 1980 

• Assistant Treasurer of UMW 

• Chair of Memorials Committee 

• After Nancy’s mother died, she served for 23 years to 
present as the head librarian in charge of the church 
library. Her library experience accounts for over 40 

years which includes the time she worked it with her 
mother. 

• Nancy was the key person in designing and securing the 
key people needed to set up the children’s library. 

We are so grateful to Nancy and Gretchen for all of their 
years of service to FUMC!  What a great gift they have given 
to the people of FUMC through their years of dedicated 
volunteering.  They are truly faithful servants of God as they 
have given of themselves for decades. We celebrate their 
ministries with them! Thank you, Gretchen and Nancy, for 
blessing us by sharing your gifts! We love you!  

Continued from back cover…. 
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UMW BAZAAR 

PLANNING 

Although Circles do not 
meet in July and August 
the many projects that 
depend on UMW support 
continue year round. The 
UMW Bazaar will be on Saturday, October 26. This 
event provides funds for the UMW to support mission 
projects world-wide, national and local. Mark your calendar to 
attend and support this important fundraiser. 

You can be involved now by donating household items such 
as dishes, cooking utensils, clean linens or small working 
appliances no longer useful to you. Please note that we are 
not able to take clothing, books, computers or large heavy 
items. New or gently used jewelry is appreciated. Handmade 
items for the craft department are welcome. 

For additional information, please contact Pat Kosley at  
719-596-3778. 

UMW ANNUAL DAY  

AT THE RANCH 

The Annual Day at The 
Ranch, hosted by the Joy 
and Nightingale Circles of 
the UMW, will be held 
Saturday, August 3, 10:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. A bus will be available at the church at 
8:45 a.m., leaving promptly at 9:00 a.m. To reserve a spot 
in the bus, contact Rondi Suppiah at 576-7640, or 
ronsupp@aol.com. 

The program will be presented by the Native American 
Women's Association of Colorado Springs. The regalia 
fashion show will include explanations of the regalia,  
stories and dance. There will be time for questions and 
discussions following the presentation. 

A special salad potluck luncheon will be served during the 
fellowship time. We will have a display of United Methodist 
Native American books for the reading program  and other 
information regarding our Christian fellowship with our 
Native brothers and sisters.  

Everyone is invited to attend this Ranch event. If you have 
any questions, please call Loeda Westphal, President at  
719-632-5965. 

GRIEF GROUP  

THIS FALL 

Anyone who is grieving the 
death of a loved one is 
welcome to join an eight-
week grief group offered 
at FUMC. This group will 
meet Wednesday nights, starting on September 18, and 
will be led by grief counselor, Kathy Sparnins. Rev. Ann 
McClellan will help to lead the group as well. We use an 
excellent book called Understanding Your Grief, by Dr. Alan 
Wolfelt.  

If you or someone you know is grieving, feeling sorrowful, 
mourning the death of a loved one, please consider 
participating in this group. People who attend this group 
work on the healing process, reflect on stories about their 
loved one, realize that the myriad of emotions that they are 
experiencing are normal, and have a safe place to process in 
so many ways. Grief is hard work. We grieve and it hurts so 
much because of our great love for the person who is 
deceased.  

More information will be available soon. If you have any 
questions, contact Rev. Ann McClellan at annm@fumc-cs.org. 

UMW CARD 

WORKSHOP  

The UMW Card Workshop 
group creates new greeting 
cards from donated used 
cards that are then sold 
for 50 cents each at the 
church. This is a fun social mission group that is always 
welcoming new participants. All money collected with the 
sales of the cards goes to support missions. This group 
raised over $1,000 in 2018! Cards are available for purchase 
by the welcome desk and at the annual UMW Bazaar in 
October.  

The UMW Card Workshop meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. in Room 235. If you 
would like to donate your used cards and envelopes, please 
drop them in the basket near the card display by the 
welcome desk. 

For additional information, contact Debora S. Richardson 
at 719-287-9512 or dsrgo2@gmail.com.   
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CARING MINISTRY SAINTS! 
Celebrating Gretchen Lloyd and Nancy Baggs 

Gretchen Lloyd and Nancy Baggs are two good and 
faithful disciples who love their church and love God. 
They are wonderfully devoted and dedicated women 
who are stepping away from their key Caring Ministry 
leadership positions after many years of service. The 
celebration of their ministries is significant! They have 
demonstrated this in multiple ways during their lives. 
With great JOY we honor these women who have 
served God through serving others in so many different 
ways! We are very grateful for their myriad of hours 
volunteering and their unending enthusiasm for serving 
God. 

GRETCHEN LLOYD started Flowers of Love ministry 15 years 
ago (altar flower delivery) and is passing the torch to Doris 
Nordyke for its leadership. Through decades, Gretchen has 
provided leadership at FUMC in a variety of ways.   

Gretchen at Church: 
• She taught the Berean class for 22 years. 

• She was an Andrew Minister from its beginning 
until 2018. 

• Served on several committees over the years 
including: Staff Parrish Relations, Administrative 
Board, Nominating, Education, and Finance. 

• She was Chair of the Administrative Board. 

• She led several retreats under the education 
committee. 

• She was leader of the Stained Glass Project many 
years ago involving management of their 
maintenance service. This led to a speaking 
opportunity on the history and stories of the 
stained glass windows in our church.   

• She was a delegate to Annual Conference for 
several years. 

Continue on page 10…. 


