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IN THIS ISSUE... FAITH ACADEMY 
First United Methodist Church 

THE NONES WITH  

FATHER CARL ARICO 

January 8, 15, 22, 29 
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Leader: Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer 
Father Carl Arico will talk about spirituality 
and religion. Father Carl explains how the 
common declaration “I’m spiritual but 
not religious” can be an opportunity for 
dialogue and growth for both individuals 
and religious faith communities.  

BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTOR 

January 8, 15, 22, 29. Room 133 
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. OR  
Thursdays, 9:00-10:00 a.m.  
Leader: Rev. Kent Ingram 
Rev. Ingram is leading a Bible study of the 
Gospel of Mark, the oldest Gospel in the 
New Testament. It offers insights into the 
earliest views of Jesus and what a disciple 

of Jesus would look like. All you need is a 
Bible. We can supply one if you need it!  

The same Wednesday class with Kent is 
offered again on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. 

WHAT MATTERED MOST  

TO JESUS? 

January 8, 15, 22, 29 
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Leader: Bruce Phillips 
In Jesus’ sermons and parables there were 
certain ideas He returned to again and 
again. In this study, we will look at the 
Kingdom of God, the call to be ready and 
other concepts that were so fundamental 
to Christ’s message that He referred to 
them throughout the gospels. We look  
at the context of each message, what it 
meant to His audiences, and what it means 
for us today. 

Faith Academy Classes begin January 8, 2020. These classes are divided in 

sessions of 4-5 weeks. Contemplative Worship is offered before classes, 

5:30-6:25 p.m. Classes begin at 6:30 p.m. See class schedule below.  

All are welcome on Wednesday nights!  
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DOWNTOWN 
420 North Nevada Avenue. Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
INFORMATION: 719-471-8522  l  www.fumc-cs.org 

DOWNTOWN CAMPUS SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 7:30 am Early Riser in the Chapel 
 8:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 am Contemporary in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary  
Live broadcast of the 11:00 am service is available on FOX, channel 21.2 
(cable 7) and CW 57. Live streaming is available on the FUMC Facebook 
page and at www.fumc-cs.org.  

COVER PHOTO:   Faith Academy, January 2020 

 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS AT BANNING LEWIS PREPARATORY 
Academy 9433 Vista Del Pico Blvd. Colorado Springs, CO 80927   
INFORMATION: 719-471-8522  l  www.fumc-prairie.org 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:00 am Service 

CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP AT FIRST UMC? 
If you are interested in membership at First United Methodist Church or 
have questions, please call 719-471-8522 ext. 270 for more information. 

Encounter is printed and published once a month by First United Methodist 
Church, 420 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903. Materials for 
inclusion are due three weeks before publication date and are subject to 
approval. Not all submissions are guaranteed to be included. Articles, 
comments, or suggestions are welcomed by contacting Annalie Ceballos, 
Director of Communications, at annaliec@fumc-cs.org. 

chapter. Of course, we can’t just leave behind our past. It  
is still a part of who we are. But a new year gives us a 
psychological and emotional place to reorient our lives. 

I’m talking more about creating habits and practices than just 
making resolutions. Aspirational changes are great!  Many of 
us lose the same ten pounds every year! Our faith calls us to 
deeper change. There is nothing fancy or overly creative in 

what we are asked to do. We are asked 
to grow closer to God, to connect to the 
very source of our existence in a deeper 
way. We know how to do that. Pray. 
Worship. Serve. Study. Connect.  Give. 

Nothing we do will reorient our lives like 
changing our habits around our relationship 
to God. I invite us all to take one more 
step this year. Write one new chapter of 
spiritual growth. Develop one more habit 
of discipline.   

Now is the time to do that. Join me in 
committing ourselves to making 2020 the 
year we choose to deepen our connection 

to God. It will make all the difference in the world! 

See you in worship, 

 

Kent 

I had a TV once that I tried to adjust the 
picture. I made it green, then red.  Too 
bright then too dark.  It seemed like the 
more I messed with it the worse it got! 
Football fields weren’t green and humans 
had no flesh tones at all. It was really 
frustrating to keep trying to make it 
better while it just got worse. 

Then I found it. It simply said, Reset to 
Factory Settings. It came with a warning 
that I would lose all my previous settings. 
But, frankly, I had little to lose! I was glad 
for the chance to start over, to begin 
fresh. 

You ever wish life had a Reset to Factory Settings?  There are 
times when I get things so messed up it would be great to 
just start over. Life, however, doesn’t come with a reset 
button.  

Maybe the closer we can get to starting over is with the new 
year. Fresh, untracked, unwritten on, unmarred by mistakes or 
errors, we have a chance to write a new story, a new 

 
Reset! 

By Kent Ingram, Senior Pastor  

“ 

“ 
Join me in committing 

ourselves to making 

2020 the year we 

choose to deepen our 

connection to God.   
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 WORDS FROM 

JAN CAFFEY,  
LAY LEADER 

I presented the 2019 Silent Servant Award to Wilma 
Hunter at our annual meeting on December 2.  Wilma has 
served this church as a dedicated volunteer in several 
roles for many years. She’s very active in United Methodist 
Women (UMW). A member of Nightingale Circle, she is 
currently serving as recording secretary and is on the 
executive board.  She has also held the position of UMW 
president.  

Wilma has served as the children’s librarian for many 
years.  She has been a great help to Nancy Baggs with the 
main library in recent years. Wilma helped establish an 
Emmaus Reunion Group. She is a longtime member of the 
Bec Miller Bible study. She is a liturgist and communion 
server at the 8:00 a.m. service. She served as a Stephen 
Ministry trainer.   

Wilma told me her favorite volunteer work in the church is 
hostess for funeral receptions. She loves doing it and it’s 
her top priority. All the UMW ladies who do this show 
Christian love and hospitality to people who are suffering 
loss. UMW ladies certainly do this work beautifully. 

Wilma is a wonderful friend and helper to many seniors in 
our congregation.  She takes her friends out to eat, brings 
them meals, plays games with them, reads to them and 
takes them to church and doctors’ appointments. 

Wilma is a sterling example of a servant of God.  The next 
time you see her, please congratulate her on this well-
deserved award. 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS  

Looking for a church home in eastern 
Colorado Springs? 
We have a campus of First United 
Methodist that meets in the Banning 
Lewis Ranch area for Sunday weekly 
worship at 10:00 a.m.  

For more information visit us online at www.fumcprairie.org, 
or Facebook – FUMC Prairie Campus. You may also  
contact Rev. Patty Walker, pastor of the Prairie Campus, at 
Pattyw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522 ext. 204. 

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS 

Each year, the Scholarship Com-
mittee of FUMC in conjunction 
with the Foundation and the 
Bereans Sunday School Class 
presents scholarships to active 
members, both youth and adults, to pursue advanced 
education at technical schools, college or university, as well 
as advanced theological courses. The brochure, explaining 
each of the available scholarships and applications is now 
available in the information racks as well as online. Applications 
are due no later than February 28. 

The Scholarship Committee also makes decisions with regard 
to awards for the Youth Choir Tour and Youth Mission Trips. 
Applications for these must be made through the Youth 
Choir Director or Youth Minister. Please consult the brochure 
to determine eligibility. 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

Special Sunday Offering 
Sunday, January 19, 2020 
TOGETHER, WE EXTEND A HELPING 
HAND TO THOSE IN CRISIS SO THEY 
CAN OVERCOME FORMIDABLE 
OBSTACLES 
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts 
of your town and you will find what Jesus called “the least 
of these” - those living in the margins of society, struggling 
to survive. People like: 

• An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being 
recruited by a local gang 

• A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas 

• An Oklahoma woman recently released from 
incarceration looking for work 

Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. 
And that’s what we want to model as the people of The 
United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus 
we established Human Relations Day as a Special Sunday 
that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all 
God’s children to realize their potential. 

Please prayerfully consider a special gift on this special 
Human Relations Sunday. 

“And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 
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ALTAR FLOWER 

DONATIONS 

Looking for a special way to 
honor a person or an important 
event? The flowers that we 
enjoy each Sunday are donated 
by individuals who wish to celebrate in memory or in honor 
of loved ones or to recognize anniversaries, birthdays, etc. 
When you purchase flowers for a Sunday, the bulletin 
includes the name(s) of those whom you choose to remember 
or honor. You have the option of donating one bouquet for 
$40.00 or both bouquets for $80.00. After worship, you 
may choose to take the flowers home, or have them 
delivered to a homebound FUMC member by a Flowers of 
Love volunteer. To donate flowers, call Jana Brink at  
471-8522, or email her at janab@fumc-cs.org. You may also 
indicate your interest by completing the You Can Count on 
Me bulletin insert. Thank you! 

CONTEMPLATIVE 

WORSHIP 

Wednesdays, 5:40-6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Room 

Contemplative Worship is 
offered the same days of Faith 
Academy classes, 5:40 – 6:25 p.m. It will resume January 8.  
Are you thirsty for a quieter space to grow with God in a 
worshipping community? If so, come discover how our 
Contemplative Worship gathering on Wednesday evenings 
might provide a restful and meaningful time of growth. Each 
week, we light a candle, sing simple songs, meditate on 
Scripture, enter some silence together and are invited into a 
specific meditation or prayer practice to take home with us. 
This January, we will continue our journey in the Ninefold Path 
with the Beatitudes of Jesus. For more information, contact 
Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer at todds@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522.  

NEW CONTEMPLATIVE 

JOURNEY 1 CLASS  

The Essential Elements of 
Centering Prayer and 
Deepening the Centering 
Prayer Practice in Partnership 
with Benet Hill Monastery. 

This class will meet on Thursday mornings, 9:00 a.m. - noon 
at First United Methodist Church. The cost is $140 plus 
books (partial scholarships are available). For questions and 
to register, contact Leslee Terpay, co-leslee@comcast.net, or 
Sister Theres O’Grady, OSM stheres@benethillmonastery.org.  

Centering Prayer is a renewal of an ancient form of Christian 
prayer. It is a method of consenting to the presence and action 
of Christ in the stillness of our being. It is an exercise of faith, 
hope and love, moving beyond conversation with Christ to 
communion. The fruit of this prayer is a growing sense of God’s 
leading us beyond anxiety into an inner stillness and peace, and 
outward in compassion and service. This class is for anyone who 
is new to Centering Prayer desiring to deepen his or her prayer 
life, and for those who wish to renew their practice.  

FUMC SLED DAY AT THE 

RANCH AND  

CHILI COOK-OFF 

January 18, 2020  
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Members of FUMC, come and 
spend time with your children 
and grandchildren at the Ranch 
for the Annual Sled Day and 
Chili Cook-off. You can either 
join the kids on the slopes or 
spend the day with friends and family by the fire in the 
lodge. The chili cook-off will commence at 11:30 a.m. with 
two categories: traditional and other chili.  The men of 
ManUp will be assisting in the preparation of the Sled Day. 
Come join the fun! If you have any questions, please 
contact Chris Thornton at christ@fumc-cs.org or 687-2148. 

NOAH BREAKFAST  

Join us Thursday, January 2  
at Mimi’s Bistro and Bakery  
at 9:00 a.m. located at 7133 N. 
Academy Blvd. No reservation 
is required.  

NOAH LUNCH 

Our next lunch together is 
Tuesday, January 21. We will 
meet at Flatiron’s American 
Grill, 2540 Tenderfoot Hill St., 
at 11:30 a.m. No reservation is 
required! 
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 Sundays    “Wonderfully Made” Worship Service — Kingdom City 5:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays  New Contemplative Journey 1 Class — Ongoing 9:00 a.m. 

 Fridays  Stories @ The Edge — The Edge Building 6:30 p.m. 

 Thursday, January 2 NOAH Breakfast — Mimi’s Bistro and Bakery 9:00 a.m. 

 Saturday, January 4 Davidson College Chorale in Concert — Sanctuary 7:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, January 5 Claude’s Birthday — (Details on page 6)  

 Wednesday, January 8 Contemplative Worship — (Faith Academy dates page 4)  5:40 p.m. 

 Wednesday, January 8 Faith Academy Classes — (Details on the front cover) 6:30 p.m. 

 Thursday, January 9 Faith Academy Class — (Kent Ingram’s class from Wednesdays )  9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday, January 12 A Special Program on the Thurman Story — (Details on page 9)  

 Wednesday, January 15 A Ministry of Christian Healing Meeting — (Details on page10)  

 Friday, January 17 T4G– Chili Making (5th and 6th Graders Only!)  — (Details on page 6)  

 Saturday, January 18 FUMC Sled Day at the Ranch — John Wesley Ranch  10:00 a.m. 

 Sunday, January 19 Special Sunday Offering — (Details on page 3)  

 Sunday, January 19 A Special Summary on the Thurman Story — (Details on page 9)  

 Tuesday, January 21 NOAH Lunch — Flatiron’s American Grill  11:30 a.m. 

WINTER WEATHER ALERT 

This is the season we like to remind our members and friends that First Church follows 
School District 11 delay and closure policies. On the occasions when a storm intensifies on 
a day we have already been open for business, and the schools have completed for the day, 
we may, for the safety of our members and staff, choose to close early. All closures and 
delays will be posted on the FUMC website as they occur. Please remember to check the 

rotator slide on the homepage of the website: www.fumc-cs.org for information on delays, early closures, and complete 
closures. We also provide our closures and delays to KKTV, local Channel 11, and www.kktv.com as early as we possibly 
can to help you know when it is necessary to change plans for your scheduled church activities. 
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 CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Kindergarten – 6th Grade 
On Sunday mornings, we start our time together in the 
sanctuary. After Children’s 
Time, we head to Kingdom 
City on the 2nd floor. Our 
Sunday School follows the 
lectionary from the main 
worship service. In January,  
we will learn about Jesus’ early 
life, and the start of His ministry.   

Ages 2-5/Pre-K 
Children in this age group are 
dropped off in Kingdom City on the 2nd floor. This 
month, the children will be learning about Jesus 
when He was young, and His very early ministry. 
Children will have a short lesson, time for coloring, 
playing, singing, and praying.   

Infants – Age 2 
Our littlest ones are dropped off in the infant 
nursery room where they can play, be rocked, or 
sleep.  They will learn that they are beloved children 
of God, precious to us all as they listen to short 
bible stories and story books.   

CLAUDE’S BIRTHDAY 

Claude’s birthday is on Epiphany 
Sunday, January 5. We will celebrate 
the arrival of the Magi with gifts and 
learn the importance of why Claude 
(our missionary camel) is so important 
to Kingdom City! In lieu of gifts, 
“Claude, the camel” is asking that you 
bring non-perishable, canned foods 
to help fill the pantry shelves at ESM 
(Ecumenical Social Ministries). 

T4G - 5TH AND 6TH 

GRADERS! 

Friday, January 17, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
It’s snowing! This means that 
Sled Day at John Wesley Ranch 
will be here before you know it! 
On Friday, January 17 (the day before the Sled Day at the 
Ranch), come to the church to help make the award-winning 
T4G chili! There will be dinner, time to cook, and lots of 
fun. Meet us in the Kingdom City Kitchen on the 2nd floor! 

SLED DAY AT THE RANCH! 

Saturday, January 18 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Dress warmly and bring your 
sleds, best family chili recipe 
and the fixins’ to John Wesley 
Ranch. This event is open to 
everyone! 

NURSERY CARE 

Available for children ages 5 and under 
Nursery care is provided every Sunday morning for the 8:00, 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services. We have a wonderful team in 
Kingdom City who are ready to teach, nurture and care for 
your little ones while you are in worship and Sunday School.   

Childcare is also provided during regular events such as 
Wednesday nights Faith Academy; Thursday nights for 
parents in choir; and during most church special events. 
Childcare is also provided at The Edge on Friday nights. For 
additional information or to check on availability of 
childcare for a specific event, please contact Marjorie at 
marjorieg@fumc-cs.org, or at 719-471-8522 ext. 246. 

COMING SOON – NEW CHILD CHECK-IN SYSTEM  

The new child check-in system will arrive in February! This 
new system will streamline our registration and check-in 
process, and will provide greater security for the children in 
our congregation. Be on the look-out for more information! 
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Who wrote it? How many books? Where do I start? The 
Bible can be a daunting book, but we should become more 
aware to God’s Word. So let’s break it down together! 

UPCOMING EVENTS... 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: BIBLE 101 

FUMC FAMILY SLED DAY 

Saturday, January 18, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
John Wesley Ranch 

MISSION TRIP INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 19, 11:00 a.m. - Noon 
Hibbard Hall 

WINTER RETREAT AT THE RANCH 

Sunday, January 31 - February 2 
Cost: $35 
Register by January 22, by turning in your Trip Forms (online 
at www.fumc- cs.org) and $35 (checks made out to FUMC). 
Come get away with us to our place in the mountains - John 
Wesley Ranch in Divide, CO. We’ll grow closer to God. We’ll 
grow closer to each other. Are you ready to rest, play, eat, 
and worship?! Friends are always welcome!  
 

9:00-9:30 AM  (The Zone) 
Breakfast Club 
(Continental breakfast and hanging out!) 

9:30–10:30 AM (Hibbard Hall) 
Bible 101 
10:30-11:00 AM  
Hang Time in The Zone 

THE ZONE CLOSES AT 11:00 AM 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

HERE WE GO, AGAIN! 

Wednesday, January 8, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone  
(First Fellowship) 
Welcome back! Let’s enjoy and challenge ourselves to take 
on this New Year in a new way! 

IT’S TIME FOR VEGGIE TALES! 

Wednesday, January 15, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone 
Meal included. 
You’ve heard the story before…but never like this. The Story 
of Jonah, with Vegetables! 

JONAH WAS A PROPHET!  

Wednesday, January 22, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone 
Meal included. 
“But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for 
Tarshish.” After dinner, games, and music we will be digging 
into The Call with our small groups. 

WORD ON THE STREET 

Wednesday, January 29, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The Zone 
Meal included. 
CSPD Officer, Brian Uebelhoer, will be presenting a relevant 
and honest talk pertaining to you and our community; you 
won’t want to miss it! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN IN FEBRUARY 

FREE! Welcome to all 7th-12th graders,5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Mondays, February 3, 10, & 24; March 2, 9, 16, 30; & April 6 
RETREAT: March 6 & 7  I  CONFIRMATION SERVICE: April 11 

This class will meet in the Youth Area (The Zone) at FUMC. The 
curriculum is derived from Sparkhouse, re:Form series. It is 
based off of questions asked about the Christian religion, and 
is split into several categories: Bible, Creed, Discipleship, Jesus, 
Other Beliefs, and Tough Questions. We will have a survey of 
over 40 questions in the series, and tailor our class to answer 
those questions. This journey is always better in community, 
not alone, and we encourage our prospective confirmands to 
invite a "friend in faith.” This could be a close “mature” friend, 
family member, small group leader, or other adult who can 
participate in the classes on Mondays and be a supportive 
character through the process and even beyond. Sign up with 
Zach, zachw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE CHORALE 

IN CONCERT AT FUMC  

What a way to begin the new year! Join us on 
Saturday, January 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. for the 
Davidson College Chorale concert in the Sanctuary. 
Let’s welcome the chorale to our church while you 
enjoy an amazing performance. Admission to the 
concert is free. Invite your friends and family 
members!  

The Davidson College Chorale is a highly select, 
auditioned choir made up of students from various 
academic disciplines. The Chorale represents Davidson 
College nationally and internationally on its annual 

tours, and on the campus for various functions such as Convocation, Baccalaureate, Graduation, art installations such as the 
Waves III sculpture by Jaume Plensa, and more. The Chorale performs multiple concerts annually, including Family Weekend 
Concert, fall and spring concerts, Vespers: A Service of Lessons and Carols, Holiday Gala, Messiah Sing-Along, and the end-of
-year Masterworks Series concert with the combined Davidson College Choirs and full professional orchestra. The Chorale 
tours nationally each year, having sung by invitation in venues such as the Washington National Cathedral, St. John the 
Divine in NYC, St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans, Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg, VA, and Oracle Arena in Oakland, 
California. Past international tours have taken them to Vienna, Prague, Salzburg, Ireland, and, most recently, to Italy, where 
the Chorale served as the resident choir for a Mass service at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City. The Chorale recorded their 
first CD, Heaven Full of Stars, in the famous Fantasy Studios in Berkeley, California, in January of 2017. 
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Learn more about FUMC 

programs and events at  

www.fumc-cs.org 

A SPECIAL PROGRAM ON 

THE THURMAN STORY 

In observance of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day on January 20 and 
Black History Month in February, 
FUMC will present an award-
winning film "Backs Against The 
Wall: The Howard Thurman Story" on Sunday, January 12 
at 9:30 a.m. and again at 12:30 p.m. in the FUMC Theatre.  

This documentary explores the life and legacy of one of  
the most important religious figures of the 20th century.  
Born the grandson of slaves, Thurman became a "spiritual 
foundation" for the Civil Rights Movement, inspiring many 
black and white leaders across the United States. In the mid
-1930's, Thurman was the first Black American invited to 
meet Mohandas Gandhi who shared his strategy of non-
violent resistance. Gandhi suggested it would be through 
the African-American experience that the non-violent 
resistance movement could take on global significance. 
When Thurman returned to America, his writings and speeches 
planted the early seeds for the non-violent Civil Rights 
Movement.  

"I am convinced that Thurman is one of America's most 
important Christian thinkers and leaders."— Brian McLaren, 
author and spiritual activist. 

On Sunday, January 19 at 9:30 a.m., Dr. Anthony C. Siracusa, 
Assistant Director, Collaborative for Community Engagement 
at Colorado College, and Civil Rights scholar, will provide a 
brief summary overview of the film, and lead a conversation 
that moves from Thurman's time, life and work to the 
current time. He will explore the opportunity and impact of 
community energy and synergy in building relationships, in 
identifying and acting on common concerns, and in 
committing to action with others. Dr. Siracusa calls this 
"faith and community formation.” All church members, 
guests, and visitors are welcome to attend both of these 
two programs. 

FEEDING KIDS. FEEDING SPIRITS. 

The problem: Every day, thousands of children die from 
preventable causes such as pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria 
and undernutrition. Hunger causes nearly half of deaths in 
children under 5 years old. From this data, estimates are at 
least 6,200 children die each day from causes related to 
undernutrition. This is heartbreaking… and preventable.  

The solution: Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) believes 
hope starts with food. As a Christian nonprofit, FMSC is 
dedicated to seeing every child whole in body and spirit. 
FMSC works with food distribution partners that stay with 
communities for the long haul, empowering them to move 
from relief to development. 

The approach: Our process is simple. Donations given by 
people just like you fund the meal ingredients. Volunteers 
hand-pack the meals. Meals are donated to FMSC food 
partners around the world, where kids are fed and lives are 
saved!   

“What can I do?” 

First United Methodist Church will host its second FMSC 
MobilePack on Saturday, August 15, 2020, at the church. 
The FMSC launch team at First Church invites you to 
nourish the dream of a fully enabled event by praying for 
hearts to be moved to help; by reserving the date to serve 
as a hand-pack volunteer; by inviting your circle of family & 
friends to join you on August 15; by joining the FMSC 
launch team at First Church; and by giving a contribution 
toward funding the $26,000 needed to sponsor the event.  

Your child’s donation of 25 cents will feed another child one 
nutritious meal. Your individual donation of $88 will feed 
one child for one year. Your family’s donation of $365 feeds 
another family for one year. $1886 makes one pallet of 
food available, and $10,000 enables the feeding of one 
entire village for one year. Make your payment payable to 
First United Methodist Church (ATTN: FMSC).  
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ESM FOOD SUNDAYS 

Thanks to the relentless efforts 
of two faithful servants who 
have taken over the ESM  
food Sunday collection ministry! 
Hopefully this month you will 
be noticing a big change in the look of our food Sunday 
boxes.  As a founding member of Ecumenical Social Services 
our support is vital to this downtown ministry. One of the 
consistent areas we support is our food drive, on the first 
Sunday of each month. People bring non-perishable food 
products to church and leave them in the boxes by the 
door. Over the years, these boxes have seen much wear 
and tear, not to mention the collection of items other than 
food. Donna Rae Lubbert and her sister Lynda Reid have 
been counting food items nearly every Monday and making 
sure they get delivered to ESM. They have agreed to head 
up this ministry after the many hard years of work by 
Jeannie Brae.   

Please remember that these boxes are only for food items 
and nothing else should be left in them. Clothing items, 
games, work shoes, etc. should be donated directly to 
ESM. However, there will be a separate designated box 
available for slightly used, clean clothing.  

We receive around 500-600 items on the first Sunday of the 
month. Occasionally, we have a really good month with 
over 900 items. This year let us make a concerted effort to 
increase that average to 900 items or more. Thank you all 
for your continued generosity.  

ORDER OF ST. LUKE 

HEALING MINISTRY 

You are invited to attend the 
January meeting of OSL (the 
Order of St. Luke) healing 
prayer ministry. We will be 
meeting in the Prayer Room, on the 3rd floor of the 
church, on Wednesday, January 15, from 12:30-2:00 p.m. 
Although our time together is usually spent in prayer and 
studies of Jesus's healings, we will also spend time 
considering ways we can get our OSL members and friends 
within their churches and in our city more involved in the 
new year. If you are interested in the healing prayer 
ministry and have questions about our local OSL community 
or this meeting, call Judy Rogers, our convener, at 216-8004 
or Rev. Ann McClellan, our Chaplain. 

BECOME A MEMBER OF 

THE UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN  

This new year, the UMW has 
planned for new programs, 
activities, book readings and 
mission projects. Now is a great time to join United 
Methodist Women. If you have just retired and are 
looking for a new interest for retirement, think about all 
the mission services you could offer. Please consider 
taking part in our activities. 

New books have been ordered for our reading program 
and will be available in the library after the first of the 
year. There are a number of inspiring and educational 
books focused on current issues available. 

On February 29, we will host the John Wesley Tea. Join us 
and enjoy tea poured from a replica of his English 
Wedgwood Tea Pot. We will join in celebration of our 
famous hymns, and history, and read about words of 
wisdom from John Wesley. 

A special mission project collecting items for UMCOR will 
be emphasized during the spring months before Annual 
Conference in June.  

Circles are developing new programs. We look forward to 
the mission work in 2020.  Plans will be announced as the 
year progresses. Come and join us. We work on meaningful 
projects, and we also have fun! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Happy New Year from your 
Stephen Ministers! Many see the 
New Year as a time of new 
beginnings filled with hope, 
inspiration, restoration, and 
transformation. Many others see 
the New Year’s new “beginnings 
disguised as painful endings” (Lao 

Tzu). But in each new beginning the steadfast love of the 
Lord is still present and His mercies are new every morning.  
As we all step into the new beginnings of the New Year, 
may we look toward the Lord as our strength, portion, and 
refuge. And we pray that “every moment is a fresh 
beginning” (T.S. Eliot) with the Lord in this New Year. 
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LIBRARY UPDATE 

Your Library Committee is 
working diligently with the 
ministerial staff to identify 
new titles to be added to the 
library collection. The Committee 
recommends that the church library focus on church-
related topics and that any book in the library may be 
checked-out, including “reference-type” books.  

Books that were withdrawn from the collection had not 
been checked-out once in the last five years or twice in 
the last ten years. Some had not been checked-out since 
the 1950s or 60s. Others, added in the 1950s or before, 
had never been checked-out. Most were passed on to 
second-hand book dealers, disseminated to other churches, 
or distributed to non-profit organizations to use as they 
deem necessary. Consideration is been given to assigning 
the bookcases (with the glass-sliding doors in the reception 
area) to various church groups such as: UMW, the theatre, 
youth activities, music and arts programming, The Ranch, 
etc. The Committee still hopes to have the library open in 
early 2020.  ~ Article by Library Team, Brenda Hawley, 
Lorena Mitchell, Ed Scott. 

FAMILY PROMISE OF 

COLORADO SPRINGS 

NEXT HOST WEEK:   
February 9 – February 16                              

Family Promise provides a way for local communities to 
respond to the needs of their homeless “neighbors.” 
Congregations have found the Family Promise mission 
provides an effective way to be involved in a hands-on 
outreach program that serves the homeless and also 
fosters congregational unity and interfaith cooperation. 

Families arrive at their “home” church each day at 5:00 p.m. 
and leave at 7:00 a.m. the next morning to go to jobs, school, 
or the Family Promise Day Center (located on Tejon Street). 
Upon their arrival “home” each day, families have a hot, 
nutritious meal prepared by meal preparation volunteers 
and served by evening host volunteers. Overnight host 
volunteers arrive at bedtime to “sleep on the job” and to 
be available if something is needed during the night. Other 
volunteers set-up the family bedrooms with cots and linens 
on the first Sunday of the host week. We are enormously 
grateful to our warm and generous volunteers who continue 
to provide supplies, meals, set-up labor, and host our 
“families” during evenings and overnights.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! We need people who are willing to:  
Come meet families…Come help a child have a loving 
encounter…Come eat wonderful food… Come and do 
mission work…You would be needed for 3 hours, 3 times a 
year to finish any last minute heating of food, laying out the 
food (buffet-style), eating with the families, and assisting 
with clean-up. A whole lot of fun and deep sense of 
fulfillment just 3 times a year! You can bring a friend or 
family member as long as we can complete a background 
check for anyone interacting with the families. And best of 
all, training is a SNAP! 

Our Next Host Week at FUMC is February 9 – February 16, 
2020. Please stop by the Family Promise table on Sunday, 
January 26 to volunteer or to find out more about our 
Family Promise mission! 

Please contact Katy Adams at 471-3484 to volunteer or get 
more information.  

Hebrews 13:2  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it.” 

WHAT IS THE GREATEST  

GIFT YOU HAVE RECEIVED? 

Did you know that Stories @ The Edge is changing to 
every Friday evening at 6:30 p.m. starting in January? 
This is an exciting time for us and this ministry but we 
could use your help! First, we will need more people 
willing to come and share their personal stories. Would 
you be willing to share? We have a couple different 
opportunities. The second Friday of each month will be a 
“theme” night. After our meal on January 10, our two 
storytellers will share stories about the greatest gift they 
have ever received. Would you be willing to share a story 
that night? If that isn’t a story you would like to share, we 
will have many other openings for your story. Second, we 
will need more cooks! We could use people willing to cook 
for 25 people monthly, quarterly, or on a backup basis. 
We will also need people willing to put together meals at 
home, freeze them, and bring them to the church for us to 
use on nights we do not have a cook .Frozen meals could 
be casseroles or crockpot meals, about family size. If you 
have questions, thoughts, or would enjoy helping, please 
email Rev. Tiffany Keith at tiffanyk@fumc-cs.org. 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIRS AT FUMC  
Welcome to 2020! This is the start of a new decade 
with new exciting opportunities. You and your child 
are invited to explore and join First United Methodist 
Church Children’s Choirs. Your child will be challenged, 
nurtured and fulfilled with musical success and 
friendships. Rehearsals are every Wednesday night 
at FUMC. 

Cathedral Ringers (Handbells) meets 5:45 - 6:30 p.m. 
This group is for beginners to experience handbell 
ringing. This choir is open to children in grades 4th-
6th.  

The following choirs meet 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.:  

Cherub Choir: This is a beginner level choir for 
children age 4 (by September 1) through 1st grade.  

Chorister Choir: for singers in grades 2nd-3rd. 

Cathedral Choir: for singers in grades 4th-6th. 

For more information, please contact Trudy Fennewald, 
Children's Choir Coordinator at 719-884-2504. 


