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IN THIS ISSUE... 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

First United Methodist Church 

Join us for Ash Wednesday services on 
February 26. Children’s Ministries will 
offer a service at 6:00 p.m. in Kingdom 
City focused on younger families with 
children. A traditional service will be 
offered at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
Free childcare is available.  

Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual 
encounter — We confront our own mortality 
and confess our sin before God within the 
community of faith. This service invites us 
to look into the mirror of our lives with 
honesty and hope. It focuses on the dual 
themes of sin and death in the light of 
God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ. The 
use of ashes as a sign of mortality and 
repentance has a long history in Jewish 
and Christian worship, and the Imposition 
of Ashes can be a powerful non-verbal 
and experiential way of participating in 
the call to repentance and reconciliation. 

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the 
season of Lent, which invites us to 
evaluate our lives and the ways in which 
we separate ourselves from God. The 
season of Lent lasts 40 days and 40 
nights, minus Sundays. They are known 
as little Easters. Days we can take a break 
from the hard work of self-evaluation 
and examination of our individual and 
communal relationship to God. During 
this season you will see purple vestments 
in the sanctuary, standing for sadness 
and sorrow, and royalty of Jesus. You 
will have an additional opportunity 
each week to worship at our organ 
meditations (see details on page 6). This 
season is a time to intentionally and 
seriously practice our faith and delve 
deeply into our relationship with Christ, 
but it is important to never forget that it 
all comes with the redeeming love of 
Jesus Christ. There is nothing you have 
done or can ever do that will separate 
you from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

Children’s Ministries special service for families with children 
6:00 p.m. in Kingdom City.  

Traditional Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
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the United Methodist Church. As you know, I find myself in 
the larger camp of centrists that want to stay in the more 
inclusive church. 

This is just a proposal at this point. It needs to be turned into 
appropriate legislation for the General Conference in May. If 
passed, and I do support the proposal, the Protocol would 

start being implemented right away, with a 
number of things that need to happen in 
the next few years.  The United States will 
become a regional Conference, with the 
ability to set its own rules and structures. 
The discriminatory language around the 
LGBTQ community will be dropped from the 
Discipline. Churches and pastors can choose 
what weddings they want to perform. The 
loss of some churches will cause Annual 
Conferences and the General Church to 
look at its structures and there will need to 
be some “right sizing” of the system to the 
income available. There will need to be 
some shifting of clergy as some are 

appointed to churches that do not reflect their own views on 
the issues. There will be some turmoil in the denomination. 

I don’t see a lot of changes in store for us a local congregation. 
There will be some who wish that I was more conservative on 
this issue, and they may choose to leave. I hope not. I value 
the diversity that marks our congregation. I am who I have 
been for the past 13 years! We agree on some things, 
disagree on other things, but we love the people God sends 
to us despite our disagreements! I hope that disagreeing on 
one issue is not enough to make you leave your church. 

Best of all, we will be able to put the denominational conflict 
behind us and focus on sharing the Good News of God’s love 
to our community and to the world. I will, hopefully, be able 
to focus my energies in the last decade of my ministry to 
building the church here in Colorado Springs. We will continue 
to be a witness to God’s love from our corner of the world! 

As always, if you have questions, do not hesitate to contact 
me. If you want to read the proposal, just do a search for 
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation of 
the United Methodist Church.   

See You in Worship, 

Kent 

I have promised to keep you up to date on 
the matters concerning the future of our 
denomination. Some of you may have 
seen recently news about a new proposal 
called the Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace Through Separation. In addition to 
being in our local paper, it made the 
national news. There is a lot of buzz around 
this newest proposal that is being called 
simply the Protocol. 

Here’s a little background on the Protocol. 
A group of people was called together by 
an African Bishop who was concerned that 
none of the proposals so far had much, or 
any, input from the Central Conferences, 
the conferences not in the United States. He intentionally 
chose people who represented the three main groups of the 
church, the progressives, the centrists and the traditionalists. 
There was an “inner core” of folks who met at the table and 
an “outer core” of folks who were consulted. By all accounts, 
the talks were held together by a famous mediator, Kenneth 
Feinberg, known mostly for handling the compensation for 
the victims of the 9/11 attack, but has worked in other high-
profile cases as well. Every time it looked like the talks were 
stalled, he found a way to get people back to the table. 

The unanimous agreement reached by that group was what 
was issued in the Protocol. In summary, the majority of the 
church in the United States, the progressives, the centrists 
and some conservatives, would stay in the United Methodist 
Church. The most conservative folks, the ones insisting on no 
ordination or marriage of LGBTQ persons and strict punishments 
for clergy who are gay or perform gay weddings will leave to 
form a new denomination. They will receive $25 million from 
church reserves as they start this new expression of Methodism. 
Most guess that this number will be about a quarter of the 
churches in the United States, maybe a few more or less, 
centered largely in the southeast and in the south-central 
parts of our country. There will likely be some churches in 
our area that leave the church, but the majority will stay in 

A New Proposal 
By Kent Ingram, Senior Pastor  
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WORDS FROM 

JAN CAFFEY, 
LAY LEADER 

Friendship is on my mind. I’m reflecting on this because 
today I rode to Denver with an old friend to see the Monet 
exhibit. Guess where I met her? FUMC! I have a lot of 
fantastic friends and I met most of them at church. 

I don’t mean to disrespect my neighbor friends, friends 
from growing up, crafter friends, Pilates friends, Army 
buddies, and friends of friends. They are great, too, and 
have truly enriched my life. But I would be lost without my 
church friends. 

I really couldn’t get along without my Bible study and 
Emmaus reunion group friends.  These are two really close-
knit groups that I’m privileged to have been a part of for 
many years.  They’re like family to me. I like the saying, 
“Friends are the family you choose.” 

I encourage you to find a small group at church and get 
involved. If you don’t click with the first one you try, try 
another. This church is so big that you can’t expect to 
make friends just in the sanctuary. 

A good way to find friends who share your interests and 
passions is to volunteer. Our church is involved in MANY 
different missions and has a robust collection of caring 
ministry groups. If you are a senior (Please don’t ask me if 
I’m one!) try Never Old at Heart (NOAH). They have lots of 
fun. We are a community of faith. We’re your church 
family.  This is a wonderful place to meet friends. Look! 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS  

Looking for a church home in eastern 
Colorado Springs? 
We have a campus of First United 
Methodist that meets in the Banning 
Lewis Ranch area for Sunday weekly 
worship at 10:00 a.m.  

For more information visit us online at www.fumcprairie.org, 
or Facebook – FUMC Prairie Campus. You may also 
contact Rev. Patty Walker, pastor of the Prairie Campus, at 
Pattyw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522 ext. 204. 

EASTER LILIES ON SALE 

STARTING MARCH 8!  

Don’t miss the opportunity to 
purchase Easter lilies “in honor” 
of or “in memory” of loved ones. 
The lilies will decorate the chancel 
area as we celebrate Easter Sunday, April 12. Tributes will 
be listed in a separate insert in the Easter bulletin. To 
purchase lilies, please complete the order form on the You 
Can Count on Me bulletin insert starting on Sunday, March 
8. You may turn in your order form and payment in the
Small Conference Room, next to the Gate Bookstore. You
may also place your order at the Welcome Desk during the
week. Please do not place your order in the offering plates.
Cost is $20 and payment is due at time of ordering. Final
day to order will be Sunday, April 5.

CONTEMPLATIVE 

JOURNEY 1 CLASS  

The Essential Elements of 
Centering Prayer and 
Deepening the Centering 
Prayer Practice in Partnership 
with Benet Hill Monastery. 

This class will meet on Thursday mornings, 9:00 a.m. - noon 
at First United Methodist Church. The cost is $140 plus 
books (partial scholarships are available). For questions and 
to register, contact Leslee Terpay, co-leslee@comcast.net, or 
Sister Theres O’Grady, OSM stheres@benethillmonastery.org.  

Centering Prayer is a renewal of an ancient form of 
Christian prayer. It is a method of consenting to the presence 
and action of Christ in the stillness of our being. It is 
an exercise of faith, hope and love, moving beyond 
conversation with Christ to communion. The fruit of this 
prayer is a growing sense of God’s leading us beyond 
anxiety into an inner stillness and peace, and outward in 
compassion and service. This class is for anyone who is 
new to Centering Prayer desiring to deepen his or her 
prayer life, and for those who wish to renew their practice.  
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CONTEMPLATIVE 

WORSHIP 

Wednesdays, 5:40-6:25 p.m. 
Prayer Room 

Contemplative Worship is 
offered on Wednesdays before 
Faith Academy classes, from 5:40 to 6:25 p.m.  
Are you thirsty for a quieter space to grow with God in a 
worshipping community? If so, come discover how our 
Contemplative Worship gathering might provide a restful 
and meaningful time of growth. Each week, we light a 
candle, sing simple songs, meditate on Scripture, enter 
some silence together and are invited into a specific 
meditation or prayer practice to take home with us. For 
more information, contact Rev. Dr. Todd Spencer at 
todds@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522.  

FIRST FELLOWSHIP  

First Fellowship upcoming  dinners 
are February 5, March 4 and 
April 1. We have enjoyed the 
fantastic food Lynn Strong and 
Lori Lohrmeyer have prepared 
for us! Our First Fellowship Dinner on February 5 will be 
equally delicious. The menu is chicken and spinach enchiladas, 
refried beans, chips and salsa, and calabacitas. All are 
invited. Cost is $8.00 for adults, and children eat for free. 
Join us in Fellowship Hall, 5:00-6:15 p.m. First Fellowship 
welcomes youth and supports families, by offering delicious 
homemade meal for the whole FUMC community. Come 
enjoy the fantastic food and fellowship!  

NOAH BREAKFAST 

Join us Thursday, February 6 
at 9:00 a.m. at Omelets Etc. 
(2850 S. Academy Blvd.). No 
reservation is needed.  

NOAH LUNCH 

Our next lunch together is 
Tuesday, February 18. We will 
meet at Lazy Dog (7605 N. 
Academy Blvd.) at 11:30 a.m. 
No reservation is needed! 

FAITH ACADEMY CLASSES 

Faith Academy classes are on 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
These classes offer a way to stay 
connected with the congregation 
while learning more in depth 
about the Bible and growing our faith. Here are the classes 
for this session:   

BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTOR 

February 5, 12 & 19 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. OR  Thursdays, 9:00-10:00 a.m.  
Leader: Rev. Kent Ingram. Room 133 
Rev. Ingram is leading a Bible study of the Gospel of Mark, the 
oldest Gospel in the New Testament. It offers insights into the 
earliest views of Jesus and what a disciple of Jesus would look 
like. All you need is a Bible. We can supply one if you need it!  

BEING WESLEYAN 

February 5, 12 & 19 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Leader: Bruce Philips 
John Wesley brought a unique perspective to Christianity 
focusing on grace, ecumenism, and service. In this class, we 
will look at what makes us Wesleyan in our outlook and 
understanding of the Christian faith. 

INTRODUCTION TO FIRST UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

February 5 - March 25. Parlor 
Leader: Rev. Tiffany Keith 
What did you think the last time someone was sitting in 
your pew? Was your first thought, “Cool! A visitor I can 
make feel welcome!”? Was your second thought, “I hope 
they don’t ask any hard questions…..”? We would like you to 
feel prepared to answer any question when you meet a 
visitor. Or maybe you are the visitor and you have questions 
that the person sitting next to you couldn’t answer.  

We would like to invite visitors and members alike to 
attend the class, Introduction to First UMC. You are invited 
to join us at First Fellowship Dinner on February 5 at 
5:30 p.m. Then we will gather at the welcome desk at 
6:30 p.m. to begin a tour of this magnificent building. We 
will open doors that even long-time members have not 
seen behind! The rest of the classes in February and March 
will be a chance to connect with others from this congregation, 
to learn about United Methodist history and beliefs, and 
about First United Methodist Church. 
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 Sundays    “Wonderfully Made” Worship Service — Kingdom City 5:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays  Contemplative Journey 1 Class — Ongoing 9:00 a.m. 

 Tuesdays  Stories @ The Edge — East UMC (1505 E Monument St.) 6:30 p.m. 

 Fridays  Stories @ The Edge — The Edge Building 6:30 p.m. 

 Mondays, Feb– April Confirmation Classes — The Zone (See details on page 7) 5:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday, February 5 First Fellowship Dinner — Fellowship Hall 5:00 p.m. 

 Wednesdays, Feb. 5, 12 & 19 Contemplative Worship — Prayer Room 5:40 p.m. 

 Wednesdays, Feb. 5, 12 & 19 Faith Academy Classes — (See additional dates on page 4) 6:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays, Feb. 6, 13 & 20 Faith Academy Class — (Kent Ingram’s class from Wednesdays )  9:00 a.m. 

 Thursday, February 6 NOAH Breakfast — Omelets Etc. (2850 S. Academy Blvd.) 9:00 a.m. 

 Tuesday, February 18 NOAH Lunch — Lazy Dog (7605 N. Academy Blvd.) 11:30 a.m. 

 Friday, February 21 T4G - Pizza and Movie Night! — Kingdom City 6:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, February 26 Ash Wednesday Family Service — Sanctuary 6:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, February 26 Ash Wednesday Traditional Service — Sanctuary 7:00 p.m. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DOWNTOWN 
420 North Nevada Avenue. Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
INFORMATION: 719-471-8522  l  www.fumc-cs.org 

DOWNTOWN CAMPUS SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 7:30 am Early Riser in the Chapel 
 8:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 am Contemporary in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary  
Live broadcast of the 11:00 am service is available on FOX, channel 21.2 
(cable 7) and CW 57. Live streaming is available on the FUMC Facebook 
page and at www.fumc-cs.org.  

COVER PHOTO:   Ash Wednesday Services 

 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS AT BANNING LEWIS PREPARATORY 
Academy 9433 Vista Del Pico Blvd. Colorado Springs, CO 80927   
INFORMATION: 719-471-8522  l  www.fumc-prairie.org 

PRAIRIE CAMPUS SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:00 am Service 

CONSIDERING MEMBERSHIP AT FIRST UMC? 
If you are interested in membership at First United Methodist Church or 
have questions, please call 719-471-8522 ext. 270 for more information. 

Encounter is printed and published once a month by First United Methodist 
Church, 420 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903. Materials for 
inclusion are due three weeks before publication date and are subject to 
approval. Not all submissions are guaranteed to be included. Articles, 
comments, or suggestions are welcomed by contacting Annalie Ceballos, 
Director of Communications, at annaliec@fumc-cs.org. 
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FUMC CHILDREN'S CHOIRS  

FUMC Children's Choirs and Bell 
Ringers need you! It is a joyous 
time of singing! Choirs rehearsals 
are 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. and Bells 
rehearsals are 5:45 - 6:25 p.m. 
every Wednesday. There are just a few more Wednesdays 
until the spring program on Sunday, April 5. Cherub Choir is 
comprised of children 4 years old by September through 1st 
grade. Chorister Choir is for children 2nd and 3rd, and 
Cathedral Choir is for children in 4th, 5th, and 6th grades. 
For more information, contact the music office at 471-8522. 
You may also contact Choir Coordinator, Trudy Fennewald, 
at mtfenn1@gmail.com. 

NOONTIME LENTEN ORGAN MEDITATIONS 

Be sure to mark your calendars NOW for the Lenten Organ 
Meditations presented by our Principal Organist, Joe 
Galema. The half-hour meditations will be on first three 
Wednesdays of March 4, 11, and 18 at 12:15 p.m. You will 
be delighted to hear music that helps inspire our preparations 
for the entire season of Lent. 

CHOCOLATE ROSES 

Milk, dark, and white chocolate 
roses for your Valentine will be 
available in the Hospitality Center 
Sunday, February 2 and 9. For a 
suggested donation of $3/rose, 
you can get a beautiful long stem chocolate rose with 
Valentine’s wrapping. Get them early, they go fast! This is 
an important fundraiser for the Youth Singers which helps 
defray the expenses of their summer choir tour. Your 
support is appreciated! 
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Learn more about FUMC 

programs and events at 

www.fumc-cs.org 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Day by Day by Kathryn T. 
Bowsher 

Day by day my Shepherd walks 
besides me; day by day I know His 
tender care. And I know whatever 
shall betide me; Christ my Lord 

goes with me everywhere. Midst life’s storms and through 
deepest valley, His abiding Presence goes before.  I’m 
assured whatever shall befall me, His rich grace my courage 
shall restore. Day by day my Saviour’s love surrounds me; 
day by day communion sweet is mine. And darkest night 
shall not confound me, when I walk with Christ my Lord 
divine. If you need a Stephen Minister to walk beside you 
too, please feel free to call Rev. Ann McClellan at 471-8522 
ext. 214. 

UMW TEA PARTY! 

Did you know that John 
Wesley loved tea?  
Spiritual stimulation and social 
hospitality was a part of many 
gatherings when tea was served. On Saturday, February 29 
you will have the opportunity to attend a "John Wesley 
Tea Party." We will sing hymns written by John and Charles 
Wesley.  

Interesting facts regarding the life of John Wesley will be 
presented as well as the reading of fortunes as they are 
drawn from the Wesley Wedgwood tea pot. Tea will be 
served from a replica of the Wesley tea pot. We will learn 
more about tea during the 1800's. The tea party will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. in the Hospitality Center. All are welcome! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 

Classes: February 3, 10, & 24 
March 2, 9, 16, 30, & April 6 

Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Retreat: March 6 - 7 

Confirmation Service: April 11 

Confirmation classes are free and is open to all 7th-12th 
graders. Join us in the Youth Area (The Zone) at FUMC, from 
5:30-7:00 p.m. The curriculum is derived from Sparkhouse, 
re:Form series. This curriculum is based on questions asked 
about the Christian religion, and are split into several 
categories: Bible, Creed, Discipleship, Jesus, Other Beliefs, 
and Tough Questions. I would like to have a survey of over 
40 questions in the series, and tailor our class to answer all 
the questions these young persons have. This journey is 
always better in community, not alone, and we encourage 
our prospective confirmands to invite a "friend in faith.” 
This could be a close “mature” friend, family member, 
small group leader, or other adult, who can participate in 
the classes on Mondays and be a supportive character 
through the process and beyond.  

CALLING ON COLLEGE 

STUDENTS AND  

YOUNG ADULTS 

If you find yourself wondering  
what happens after graduating 
from the youth group, we 
would like to invite you to 
something new! This is a group for young adults which 
meets on Sundays, 5:00-6:30 p.m. We offer free food to our 
participants! As we continue on our journey from home, 
high school, college, into young adulthood (20s), or on to 
the next thing, we need a community to fill us with laughter 
and support. This group will focus on the connection with 
each other. Just because you are too old for youth group, it 
doesn’t mean you are too old for Church, or for fellowship. 
God is still working in our lives! Bring your friends! Contact 
Zach Walker at zachw@fumc-cs.org for more details.  

SCHOLARSHIPS  

The FUMC Scholarship Committee 
would like to remind all seniors, 
current college students, those 
seeking advanced theological 
training, and other interested 
folks (yes, parents too!) that 
the applications and brochures are available online at fumc-
cs.org and in the rack near the welcome desk. Scholarships 
are not limited to college/university opportunities only. If 
you are interested in vocational/technical education, there 
are scholarships available as well.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Join us each week for Sunday School at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
In February, we will be learning about the early stories of 
Jesus’ life, and we will make cards for Caring Ministry. 
There will also be games, crafts, music and other fun 
surprises!  Bring your Bible! 

T4G - PIZZA AND MOVIE 

NIGHT! 

Friday, February 21 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
All tweens (5th - 6th graders) 
are invited to come, eat pizza, 
watch a movie, and play games.  Invite a friend! 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday, February 26 
6:00 p.m. Kingdom City  
All are welcome to join our  
Ash Wednesday family service. 
This will be a multi-generational, sensory-friendly worship 
experience. 

NURSERY 

Our nursery is available from 
8:00 a.m. to noon on Sundays. 
Come by and meet our nursery 
staff and let your little one, 
birth-Pre-K, spend time sleeping, 
playing, snacking, and learning about the love of God! 

SAVE THE DATES! 

VBS - June 8-11 
Day Camp - July 7 & 8 
T4G Camp - July 9-11 

UNITED METHODIST 

READING GROUP 

Each year, UMW orders books 
recommended by the National 
Reading Committee to en-
courage members to read a 
diverse range of books on issues facing humanity today. 
Books ordered from this list are now available on the 
bookshelves located to the left of the library door and are 
self-checkout. These books that are interesting and informative. 
Keep a list of the books you read to turn in at years end as 
our group is recognized by District for our participation. 
Books such as Eleanor (Roosevelt) or Escape from the 
Green Mansion by Christine Taylor are on the best-seller 
list. There is also an opportunity to discuss these books 
with a group that meets quarterly. For more information 
about this program, please call Pat Kosley at 729-596-3778, 
or Loeda Westphal at 719-632-5965.  

After years of worshipping together downtown, we decided 
to pave the path for people to officially join The Edge as 
members last October. It was not long after this that we 
saw the need to make Stories @ The Edge a weekly 
gathering. Now that we have members, it is our 
responsibility to provide worship for those growing in 
faith under our guidance. This is a big step for us! We will 
continue to gather for dinner, personal story, then a short 
sermon at Stories @ The Edge. It is really simple and yet 
so powerful. Following the example of Jesus by breaking 
bread together has been a transformational experience 
for so many of us. Thank you for continuing to support us 
with your prayers, your presence (more than ever, we 
need you to come to worship with us), your gifts (you can 
give to The Edge at www.fumc-cs.org/give). You may also 
be a part by volunteering. We need people who cook or 
people who would like to share their story. If you know 
someone who “doesn’t do church,” why not invite them 
to an evening out? All are welcome! Invite someone to 
The Edge, to worship and share a meal. It might be just 
what God needed to open their heart! If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Rev. Tiffany 
Keith at tiffany@theedgedowntown.org, or 471-8522 x270.  

Stories @ The Edge Schedule: 
• Fridays at 6:30 p.m. 324 N Nevada Ave. 

• 4th Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 1505 E Monument Street at 
East UMC 
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Who wrote it? How many books? Where do I start? The 
Bible can be a daunting book, but we should become more 
aware of God’s Word. So let’s break it down together! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: BIBLE 101 

UPCOMING EVENTS... 

ASH WEDNESDAY REHEARSAL   

Sunday, February 23 at noon 

9:00-9:30 AM  (The Zone) 
Breakfast Club 
(Continental breakfast and hanging out!) 

9:30–10:30 AM (Hibbard Hall) 
Bible 101 
10:30-11:00 AM  
Hang Time in The Zone 

THE ZONE CLOSES AT 11:00 AM 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

BEATS BY J 

Wednesday, February 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Zone.  
Meal included 
Matthew 5:1-12. This semester, we will be breaking down 
the Book of Matthew. After dinner, games, and music, we 
will be digging into The Upside Down with our small groups. 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

Wednesday, February 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Zone.  
Meal included 
Matthew 5:13-20. “In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” After dinner, games, and 
music, we will be digging into Your Light with our small 
groups. 

JEWISH TRADITIONS 

Wednesday, February 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m. The Zone.  
Meal included 
The story of the joyous holiday of Purim might appear 
somber at first glance: It tells of the near-destruction of the 
Jewish people as decreed by Haman, an adviser to the 
Persian King Ahasuerus. However, history was changed by 
Ahasuerus’ newly crowned queen, Esther, who was secretly 
a Jew. Esther’s courage and role in saving the Jews, tells the  
story of Purim known as “Megillat Esther,” or the Scroll of 
Esther. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday, February 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
The Zone/Sanctuary,  FUMC meal provided 
This evening, the youth group will be facilitating the Ash 
Wednesday service in the Sanctuary. Those of you who 
signed up for Ushering, Communion, Ashes, Liturgy, or 
Scripture be sure to get here on time at 6:30 p.m. Please 
dress appropriately! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES! 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN IN FEBRUARY 

FREE! Welcome to all 7th-12th graders, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Mondays, February 3, 10, & 24; March 2, 9, 16, 30; & April 6 
RETREAT: March 6 & 7  I  CONFIRMATION SERVICE: April 11 

This class will meet in the Youth Area (The Zone) at FUMC. The 
curriculum is derived from Sparkhouse, re:Form series. It is 
based off of questions asked about the Christian religion, and 
is split into several categories: Bible, Creed, Discipleship, Jesus, 
Other Beliefs, and Tough Questions. We will have a survey of 
over 40 questions in the series, and tailor our class to answer 
those questions. This journey is always better in community, 
not alone, and we encourage our prospective confirmands to 
invite a "friend in faith.” This could be a close “mature” friend, 
family member, small group leader, or other adult who can 
participate in the classes on Mondays and be a supportive 
character through the process and even beyond. Sign up with 
Zach, zachw@fumc-cs.org, or 719-471-8522. 



2  I  The Encounter • First United Methodist Church 


