
As fellow creation-stewards, you should know that Jerom 
Vasquez of our wonderful facilities staff, and the Board of 
Trustees have already gotten us started on the right foot. They 
have purchased china for our Wednesday night dinners, thus 
keeping countless paper plates out of the landfills. They have 
switched to eco-friendly cleaning solutions and our paper 

towels and toilet paper are 100% recycled fiber. 
Computer screens around the church are being 

switched to LCD or LED displays. Old light bulbs 
are being recycled and new CFL and T-8 bulbs 

are being put in their place. Light sensors 
have been installed in parts of the south 
wing to ensure that lights are turned off  
when those spaces are not in use. Instead  
of one enormous boiler, we now have  
an energy-efficient system of three smaller 
boilers that automatically adjust to our 

energy needs. A new energy-efficient chiller 
was also installed last year.  

Please, take a moment to thank the wonderful 
servant-leaders who have made these 

improvements possible. If you are interested in becoming 
involved in the Green Team, contact Rev. Tom Lank at 
toml@fumc-cs.org. 

Romans 8:18-21 says "For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God.... in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God." 

Recently, the church responded to this call by 
forming a Green Team comprised of folks who 
are interested in helping us make better 
decisions about how we use the resources 
God has entrusted to us. The Green Team 
has begun to organize an effort to care  
for our little corner of creation by 
strengthening our recycling effort, 
reducing energy use, making locally-
sourced organic foods available, and 
launching an educational campaign. 

All of these are first steps in becoming better 
stewards of God's good creation. As Paul says in 
Romans, the whole creation has just been waiting to be 
freed from its bondage to decay. It just needs children of God like 
you to step forward and do your part - in your homes, your 
workplaces, and at church. As the body of Christ working together 
we can make an enormous impact. 

July 1, 2011  

Living Water Day Camp  
 at the John Wesley Ranch Retreat Center 

from a Biblical and ecological perspective 
using silence and spir ituality to 

understand the importance of water in 
our lives. Day Camp at the Ranch always 
proves to be one of our best days of the 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘ! 

  Transportation to John Wesley Ranch 
Retreat Center will be on the FUMC 

church busses. Lunch will be provided.  

Children who have completed  

1st - 6th grade are invited to 

spend a special day at John 

Wesley Ranch Retreat Center. 

Water is a vital element in our everyday 
lives, as well as an important symbol in 
the Bible. This year, we will study water 

Wednesday, August 3, 8:30 am - 5:30 pm. 

By Rev. Tom Lank, Minister of Outreach 

Please join us!  Registration begins July 1.   
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JULY  

WELCOME to First United Methodist Church! 

First United Methodist Church 
420 North Nevada Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
719-471-урнн ω ǿǿǿΦŦǳƳŎ-cs.org 

 

Sunday Worship Service Times 
 7:30 am Early Riser in the Chapel 
 8:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary 
 9:30 am Contemporary in the Sanctuary 
 11:00 am Traditional in the Sanctuary  
 Sunday School Classes are at 9:30 & 10:45 am 

 

Live broadcasts of the 11:00 am service on FOX, channel 21.2 
(cable 7) and CW 57. 

Communion Worship is held at all four service times on the 
first Sunday of each month. 

Considering Membership at First UMC? 
If you are interested in membership at First United Methodist 
Church or have questions, please call 719-471-8522 x237 
for more information. 

Baptisms 
Please call 719-471-8522 x246, Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley, for 
information or scheduling of Baptisms. 

The Encounter is printed and published once a month by First United 
Methodist Church of Colorado Springs at 420 N. Nevada Ave., Colorado 
Springs, CO 80903. Materials for inclusion are due ten (14) days before 
publication date and are subject to approval. Not all submissions are 
guaranteed to be included. Articles, comments, or suggestions are 
welcomed by calling, 719-884-2472 or emailing, annaliec@fumc-cs.org. 
Address changes, corrections, and removals should be submitted by 
calling 719-471-8522 x203. 

REFLECTIONS 
 

What Tom came to talk to me about was 
the availability of a staff position on our 
church staff. I told Tom that I deeply  
appreciated all he had to bring to our 
church, but it was financially impossible 
to add another clergy person to our staff 
at the present time. But Tom told me 
that he was willing to work in an unpaid 
appointment here at First Church. Tom 
needs to be under appointment by a 
Bishop for two years so that he can  
meet his ordination requirements to be 
ordained as a Deacon. As much as I 
would like to have had the money to pay 
Tom, I gladly accepted his offer to join 
our staff in an unpaid appointment!  
After the Staff Parish Relat ions  
Committee approved it and the Board 
was informed, I made an official request 
from our Bishop that Tom be appointed 

ƘŜǊŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻƳΩǎ 
Bishop in New Jersey and now it is  
official. Rev. Tom Lank will join the staff 
officially in July, although he is already 
at work. 

¢ƻƳΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƛǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ  
Outreach. He will work alongside 
Marlene Urban-Funk in a number of 
mission activities. He will lead Volunteer 
in Mission trips. He will help connect 
people in mission projects locally. He 
will help Marlene with a number of our 
church mission projects. And he will 
be involved in worship and other 
pastoral responsibilities. The whole 
staff is excited to have Tom as a part of 
our team! 

Take some time to identify yourself to 
Tom and his family and welcome them 
into our midst. It is a great blessing to 
have such quality leadership. We truly 
are a blessed people. 

See you in worship this summer! 

Kent 

 

AROUND THE CHURCH AND BEYOND  
  

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE 

Please join us on Sunday,  
July 10 at 6:30 pm in the Chapel 
for a very special and moving 
contemplative worship service 
centering on a prayer style 
called Lectio Divina, the writings 
of a great Christian Mystic, 

Julian of Norwich, and jazz music. The service will begin 
with a brief lecture about the life of Julian of Norwich 
known for her mystic writings about the deep love and care 
of God during the plagues of the late 14th century. Her 
writings have only recently been made available to the 
public and are some of the most moving and powerful 
descriptions of a life lived with God that have ever been 
written. The lecture will be followed by a worship service 
where her writings will be read and reflected on and 
original jazz music created to help us explore her life, times 
and deep spirituality will be shared. We hope you will join 
us for this night of prayer, reflection and wonderful music! 

S everal weeks ago Rev. Tom 

Lank came to see me. Many 

of you know Tom, his wife 

Gretchen and their two children, 

Edith and Alice. Gretchen was hired 

to teach history at Colorado College, 

having just completed her PhD at 

Princeton. Tom is a commissioned 

Deacon in the United Methodist 

Church from the New Jersey 

Conference. The whole family is 

active in our church and a real 

blessing to all who know them. 

By Kent Ingram, Senior Pastor 

WELCOME   

Wednesdays thru Fridays   
10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Sundays 
9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

REV. TOM  L ANK ! 

ECUMENICAL SOCIAL MINISTRIES NEEDS DONATIONS! 

Despite the generous and on-
going donations from our many 
supporters, especially the monthly 
in-gatherings of food by our 
founding churches, our food 
pantry is currently experiencing 
drought! Our shelves are getting 

emptier every day and the need continues to grow. During 
the last ten days, ESM has filled approximately 107 
emergency food orders for families, whose average size is 
four. We are seeking donations of all canned goods, but 
especially canned soups (cream of mushroom, tomato, 
chicken noodle); peanut butter; jelly; canned, diced 
tomatoes; pork & beans; and tuna fish. Donations can be 
dropped off at ESM, Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm or in our brown collection boxes at church. On behalf of 
the staff and volunteers at ESM, but especially ESM clients, 
thank you for your continued and generous support! 

During July our worship services are meant 
to be reminiscent of the marvelous 
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �U�H�Y�L�Y�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �³Hymn 
�6�L�Q�J�V�´�� As Methodists, our very roots 
�D�U�H�� �W�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �-�R�K�Q�� �:�H�V�O�H�\�¶�V�� �U�H�Y�L�Y�D�O 
movement and through the ages our 
faith has been nourished by the great 
hymns of the church. Throughout July, 
in addition to scripture and a sermon, we 
will be joining our voices in singing 
hymns that not only unite us in worship 
today but remind us of the depth and 
�U�L�F�K�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V�¶���S�D�V�W�� Join us in worship as 
we sing praise to God. He is worthy of our devotion 
and thanksgiving! 

���+�� ���6��      ymn          ing 


