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 It began with the idea of having VBS children give the simple gift of a penny. One penny would buy a 

pencil for a student in Afghanistan. Two hundred pennies would pay a teacherôs salary for a day.  A  whole bunch 

of pennies would support a school for a yearé  so that became our VBS goalé to raise $5,000 in pennies and 

support a school.  

 Soon, pennies overflowed from our special VBS cross into many containers. We received silver pennies 

and paper pennies too. In October, nearly 40 children and adults gathered to prepare our pennies to be taken to 

UMB Bank. The childrenôs delight as we dumped the pennies from the cross onto the floor of Kingdom City 

was truly priceless. The bankôs president, Gar Anneler, met us at UMB along with two bank employees 

(volunteering their time as well!), to help the children count nearly 200,000 pennies in their special 

machine. Their help made the morning a memorable event for everyone. 

 Generosity was contagious, our goal was surpassed and to date $11,000 has been 

raised for Pennies for Peace. God took our simple gifts and turned them into an abundant 

offering that will allow children in Afghanistan and Pakistan to go to school. It is our 

greatest hope that educating todayôs children will promote peace in this region. 

Empowering these children with knowledge and wisdom will change their future 

and impact lives not only in their communities, but also around the world. Just 

as God multiplied our simple gifts, God will also multiply the gift of 

education. Peace through educationðwhat a gift to give! 

Childrenôs Ministries is proud to offer a rotational model 

of Sunday School (9:30am) designed to help children 

experience and explore Bible Stories and grow 

spiritually. They will use a variety of learning styles 

including cooking, story telling, art, music, computers 

and science. In addition, our children will experience 

Godôs love through loving and caring relationship with 

their shepherd/teacher.   

 
At Childrenôs Worship (11:00am), we delve deeper into 
the topics introduced in Sunday School through 
contemplative prayer, symbols, music, and sacred 
worship. 

Our 9:30 Sunday School hour and 11:00 Childrenôs 
Worship will cover the following topics this spring:  

January/February ð The Matriarchs & Patriarchs 

LentðRelationships of Jesus 

Palm Sunday ðPalm Processional & Seder Meal 

EasterðThe Tale of Three Trees in the Theatre 

April/May ðPost Easter Events of Jesus  
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Guided by Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley, our Childrenôs 

Ministries curriculum team has worked diligently to 

create a three year cycle of Bible teachings that follows 

the life of Jesus, the liturgical year, as well as the 

stories that Jesus would have heard as a child. Our 

curriculum writing team includes Linda Thornton,  

Sarah Goodwin, and Jerome Goodley. 

 

Using a Holy Spirit led methodology, the team 

develops curriculum where the Word becomes flesh 

through the relationships that are built between 

children, teachers, and God. The intent behind all 

curriculum is that it allows children to experience a 

loving relationship with Jesus as a result of being loved 

by those they come in contact with in Childrenôs 

Ministries. 

 

It is our hope that throughout their time in Childrenôs 

Ministries, that each child at First United Methodist 

Church will learn these important stories and that they 

will provide the foundation of their lifelong spiritual 

journey. 



The Childrenôs Ministries Council, under the 

guidance of Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley, has selected a 

Scripture verse and developed a mission statement 

and creed which provide a foundation for all 

Childrenôs Ministries programming. 
 

Scripture...  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself. Luke 10:27 
 

Mission...  
With Godôs help and guidance, the Childrenôs Ministries of First 
United Methodist Church, covenants to: 
 

Exemplify the love of Christ whenever children are present; 
By providing an interactive environment which is: 
 Sacred and Holy 

 Safe; physically, spiritually and emotionally 

 Respectful; acknowledging children as precious  
 and spiritual gifts from God 
  
And... Where children are invited to: 
 Explore Scripture 

 Explore Traditions 

 Experience Godôs presence through prayer,  
 worship and reflection 

 Be empowered to use their own reason, spirituality and 
 discernment to integrate Scripture, tradition and 
 experience into their daily lives. 

Communion 
In the United Methodist Church, 

communion is open to children 

of all ages.  On the first Sunday 

of every month, after the 9:30 

and 11:00 worship services, 

children are welcome to come 

to Kingdom City with a parent 

to receive the holy elements.  

The table is open! 

Spring Service Opportunities & Needs  
For children to learn and experience God through our Sunday school, it needs to be staffed with creative, fun, 
and loving adults. We invite you to join the fun! Here are the kinds of people we are looking for: 

Craftspeople : These people are the ones who make our Bible Village, Kingdom City, come to life! We are 
looking for people who are interested in cooking, arts and crafts, story telling, video production and/or 
computers, music, theater and drama. 

Sunday Morning Welcoming Desk : We are always looking for warm and welcoming people to assist with sign 
in and directing visitors.  Please consider helping between 9:15-9:40 am or 10:45-11:10 am. 

Special Events Volunteers:  

 Easter Morning Volunteers for 9:30 am program: April 4, 2010 

 Day at the Ranch: June 

 Vacation Bible School: July 

Donations:  Easter Egg donations of small toys, stickers, blessings and candy 

  

Creed...  
We believe that all of Godôs children are created in the image of 
Godé Good, loving and a beloved child of God and as such, should 
be treated as the precious child they have been created to be. 

  

We believe that children possess innate spiritualityé 

Children are capable of relating to God, experiencing the presence 
of God and finding hope and comfort from God in times of crisis and 
hurt. 

  

We believe in the right of each child to express their faith in his/her 
own voiceé 

Listening is the foundation for our spiritual time with children. The 
atmosphere must be respectful, safe and accepting of all 
expressions of faith regardless of the denomination or faith tradition 
of the child. 

  

We believe in relational spiritualityé 

That children experience the love and presence of God primarily 
through relationships they have with their parents, family, peers, 
teachers, and ministers of the church. 

  

We believe in ritual and storyé 

In addition to relational spirituality, focused, age appropriate times of 
ritual help children recognize, relate to and experience God as well 
as begin to learn theological language. 

  

We believe in respecté 

No child should ever be forced to share or participate in the sacred 
time, nor should they ever be corrected for sharing their ideas, 
thoughts or feelings. 

Baptism 
In the United Methodist Church, baptism of infants includes the reaffirmation 

of the vows of the baptismal covenant by parents, sponsors, and the 

congregation; but chiefly it celebrates what God is doing and will do in the life 

of the infant.  Through baptism, God claims those being baptized, whatever 

their age or ability to profess their faith, with divine grace.  We acknowledge 

baptisms from all other faith traditions and believe that while infants are 

welcome to be baptized, we respect a parentôs right to determine the age at 

which their child will be baptized. If you are interested in having your baby or 

child baptized, or have further questions, please call Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley. 



Studies have shown that the ótween years are an important time of transition for girls.  It is at 

this time that the bond between mothers and daughters is most critical.  Together we will 

explore the changes that ótween girls are facing, including relationships, body image, self 

esteem, and day to day struggles.  This study will be geared for girls 10-13 and the significant 

woman in their lives.  Please join us from 5:30-7:00 pm.  Space is limited. 

 
Please RSVP to Deb Walker, Childrenôs Ministries Coordinator 

719-471-8522 x213 or debw@fumc -cs.org  
 
 

New!! Mother/Daughter  Study  

...for õTween Girls 

 

Sunday, April 11, 18, 25,  

Sunday, May 2, and Saturday, May 8  

5:30ð7:00 pm  



Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, is a time set aside for prayer and refection about our 
spiritual lives.  As we prepare for Easter, the most sacred event in the Christian calendar, we 
believe it is important for children to have opportunities to grow spiritually during this sacred 
season. Below are activities designed to help them with this process. 

Lenten Activities  
 

Sunday, February 14: Burning of Palms 
During Childrenôs Worship (11:00 am), we will be burning the palms from last yearôs Palm Sunday Service and 

making ashes to be used at our Childrenôs Ash Wednesday Service. 

 

Wednesday, February 17:  Childrenõs Ash Wednesday Service 
This sacred service will be held in the Chapel at 6:00 pm (before the 7:00 pm adult Sanctuary service).  Children 

will learn the meaning of Ash Wednesday and those who desire to will receive ashes. 

 

Friday, February 26: Waiting for Easter  
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, lasts 40 days and ends on Easter Sunday. This is the most 

sacred time of the Christian year!  We want to help our children feel comfortable and understand this holy 

season. ñWaiting for Easterò will be a fun-filled time where children will learn about the significance of Lent and 

begin the season with enthusiasm and a sense of purpose and meaning. We hope your children will join us in 

Kingdom City from
  
6:00 ï 8:00 pm. Please RSVP by February 19. 

 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday Procession and Seder Meal 
Children will gather in Kingdom City and carry palms into our worship services to remember Palm Sunday! After 

the procession they will be invited to participate in a child friendly Seder Meal (the meal Jesus shared at his last    

supper with his disciples). 

 

Easter  
Saturday, April 3: Easter Egg Hunt  
We will be having an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3. Children will find eggs filled with treats and the twelve 

silver eggs that will tell the story of the life of Jesus. The hunt will be held at 10:00 am at the beautiful Broadmoor 

Community Church (315 Lake Avenue). 

 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday  
During the Sunday School hour, the children of our church (Kindergarten-6

th
 grade) are invited to attend a special 

lesson on The Tale of Three Trees. It will be held in the theater at 9:30 am. Children will be picked up in Kingdom 

City.  At 11:00 am, children are invited to join in a special Easter Sunday Worship in Kingdom City. 



           Kids Night Out!  

Friday, January 15, 6-8:30 pm 
Parents are invited to leave their kids at the church for a fun night of activities, movies (G 

rated) and pizza while parents enjoy some quiet time together! PREPAID reservations of 

$5/child are required by Jan. 10  Registration envelopes are available at the Welcome 

Desk and in Kingdom City.  

 

              Tubing at John Wesley Ranch 

Saturday, January 30, 1-4:00 pm 
Come and join us for this fun family event.  We will enjoy an afternoon of tubing in the 

beauty of the John Wesley Ranch, complete with hot chocolate and cookies.  Helmets are 

strongly encouraged to ensure safety.  This will be a great time for fellowship and fun. 

Directions: From I-25, take Highway 24 west for 24.6 miles to Divide. Turn left on Colorado 

67 South and go 3.5 miles. Turn right at the John Wesley Ranch sign. 

 

             Pet Blessing 

Saturday, May 8, 10 -11:30 am  
Bestowing blessings on the creatures dearest to us is deeply rooted in biblical tradition.  

Please bring your pet (any pet!) on this special morning to receive a special blessing from 

Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley. 

 

            Kids Night Out!  

Friday, May 14, 6-8:30 pm 
Parents are invited to leave their kids at the church for a fun night of activities, movies (G 

rated) and pizza while parents enjoy some quiet time together! PREPAID reservations of 

$5/child are required by May 9th.  Registration envelopes will be available at the Welcome 

Desk and in Kingdom City.  


