
 

Winter 2010 
 

First United Methodist Church 

420 N. Nevada 

Colorado Springs, CO  80903 
 

Todd Spencer, Youth Minister 

719.884.2502 

todds@fumc-cs.org  

Wednesday Night Youth Gatherings 
 

Jonah’s Journey 

Wednesday, January 6th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

You ever run the opposite direction you know God wants you to go? 
After dinner, we’ll be watching that crazy version of the story of Jonah 
from Veggie Tales and then finding out how our journeys might also be 
like Jonah’s. 
 

Trust or Bust 

Wednesday, January 13th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

After dinner and our big group competitions, our small groups will be 
doing some “low-ropes” style challenge experiences that hopefully help 
each of us to consider what trust is or isn’t. Maybe you will take new 
steps towards the kind of trust God wants you to experience with the 
spiritual friends you have here, or are making here, at FUMC. 
 

Drive-By Kindness 

Wednesday, January 20th 

6:30—8:30 pm The Zone 

 (NO meal, but bring $ for fast food)  

After we gather, we’ll create teams that will go throughout town to share 
random acts of kindness with our neighbors. This time, we’ll be doing 
acts of kindness for children. Bring a little cash for a fast food meal, 
because your team will stop to eat while they are out. Help us share 
God’s love with children in the Springs! 
 

Laser Quest Night! 

Friday, January 22nd 

6:15—7:45 pm 

Meet at Laser Quest (1605 N. Academy Blvd) 

Cost: $14 per person (covers two games)  

Don’t be late! 

 

Whirlwind: Multi-Sensory Activity 

Wednesday, January 27th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

After dinner, we have a real treat in store for us. We will be watching the 
Nooma video called Whirlwind and THEN you will experience a multi-
prayer experience by candlelight you’ll never forget. Our multi-sensory 
nights have become some of our favorite ways of getting re-connected 
with the Mystery we call God and to each other. You are invited to find 
God -- even in life’s whirlwinds. Who else do you know who might 



Note on Fund Raising for Missions: If you’re interested in earning money for your summer 

mission trips and helping us create a Missions Fund for the future, be sure to sign up in The 
Zone on Wednesday nights! Our Methodist Monday Sub Sandwich sales and Envelopes of 
Hope fundraisers are going on during February to early March (on Sunday mornings). See Mary 
Loveday or Tia Warren for details. 
 

Love: A Two-Spins Film Festival 

Wednesday, February 3rd 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

After dinner and large group, we’ll be taking-in two short films (of the Veggie & Nooma sort) that 
will help us to consider why it is that love is so central to our lives and to this world God created.  

NOTE: Registration deadline for Winter Retreat is tonight! 
 

Winter Retreat 

February 5—7th 

Friday, 5 pm - Sunday, 2 pm 

John Wesley Ranch 

Sledding, tons of laughter, times for singing and worship, moments for TAG (Time Alone with 
God), play, great food… and so much more at our very own John Wesley Ranch. Register by 
February 3rd! 

 

Relationships, Healthy and Otherwise  

Wednesday, February 10th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

How do you define a “healthy” relationship? What about an “unhealthy” one? If we’re 
interconnected with all of life, could it be God is asking us to make changes in our everyday 
interconnections? We can’t change others, really,  but we have the power to change how we 
give and take with those around us. 
 

Dinner & Ash Wednesday Worship  

Wednesday, February 17th 

6:30—8 pm (note we conclude 1/2 hr early tonight)  

The Zone (meal included) 

After a home-cooked meal, we’ll head upstairs for Ash Wednesday Worship in the Sanctuary. 
This is a powerful worship experience each year. It’s how we begin the holy season of Lent, 
which is a focused time (40 days) preparing us to celebrate Easter Sunday. There will be a 
concluding time during the worship service when each is invited to kneel at the altar for the 
imposition of ashes. Come discover what it’s about. You are invited and so are your friends. 
 

Pressures Outside of Church 

Wednesday, February 24th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

When you consider all of the pressures you face on a day-to-day basis throughout the week, 
what do you think of? What does this have to say about how we spend our time together in our 
spiritual community we call “church”? After a warm meal and some fun, our small groups will be 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e questions together, 
finding strength to face the pressures. 
 



Cooperation: Why? How? 

Wednesday, March 3rd 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

There’s a time for individual effort for sure. And a time to walk away from unhealthy situations 
none of us should cooperate with. But what about cooperation with those we love, care about 
and respect? After dinner and some large group fun, we’ll be taking an honest look at the 
questions of “Why cooperate?” and “How?” 
 

Finding God Again 

Wednesday, March 10th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (meal included)  

The spiritual walk with God just isn’t a straight line upward, is it? There are valleys and peaks 
along life’s adventure. But the question is, when we’ve been in a valley feeling lost and 
disconnected from God, how do we find God again? And if we do find God again, what do we 
say? What difference does our brother, Christ, make on the path? You are invited to find God 
again with us. 
 

Fun with the Oswalts! 

Wednesday, March 17th 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (NO meal ...Eat before you come)  

After we gather (again, no dinner tonight), we’ll jump in the busses and head to Larry and Lois 
Oswalt’s high-rise that overlooks Prospect Lake for a fun evening with some older brothers 
and sisters we call downtown neighbors. This will be an unforgettable game night! A bunch of 
us got to know the Oswalts, who are members of FUMC, during Confirmation last year and 
also during one of our Drive-By Kindness nights in the fall. Larry is a retired minister and they 
both are just a hoot to be with! Don’t be late. 
 

Bowling Night at Bear Creek Lanes  

Friday, March 19th 

6:15—8:15 pm 

$10.50 per person (covers lanes/shoes for two games)  

Meet AT Bear Creek Lanes (1232 S. 21st Street) Bring your own $ for food and drinks. 

 

NO YOUTH - Have an Awesome Spring Break!  

Wednesday, March 24th 

 
Drive-By Kindness 

Wednesday, March 31st 

6:30—8:30 pm in The Zone (bring $ for fast food)  

After we gather, we’ll create teams that will go throughout town to share random acts of 
kindness. This time, we’ll be doing acts of kindness for our service community. Bring a little 
cash for a fast food meal, because your team will stop to eat while they are out. Help us share 
God’s love with our service community in the 
Springs! 



 

 

Attention all FUMC  

7th-12th Graders and friends! 

What?   

A great weekend to kick back, go hiking, have a bunch of fun and grow closer 
to each other and God. 

Where and When? 

Meet at FUMC North Entrance, Friday, February 5 at 5 pm (eat before you 
ŎƻƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ Ǿŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ John Wesley 
Ranch! We will return to the church on Sunday, February 7, at 2 pm.  

How Much? 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ϸнр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ό!ƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ C¦a/ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
always scholarships available.) 

What to Bring? 

Warm clothes and coats for outdoor play, footwear for hiking, warm sleeping 
bag, pillow, toiletries, Bible, a board game to share, snacks to share on Friday 
night and $ for one fast food meal (lunch on Sunday).   

Donõt forget!  

Items below must be turned in no later than February 3, 2010 

1) $25 per person 

2) Completed Medical Form (To keep your emergency contact information current, 

a new form is required for each youth event.) 

3) Completed Event Registration/Behavior Covenant  - See back of this 
page. 

4) You must have a Current 2009-10 Youth Ministries Registration Form on 
file. (If you filled out this yellow form for Fall Retreat, you are all set!) 

 

Forms are also available online at www.fumc-cs.org 
 

Questions? 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ wŜǾΦ ¢ƻŘŘ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ όууп-2502) or email him at todds@fumc-cs.org.  

Must be registered  

by February 3rd!! 



Winter 2010 Youth Retreat Registration Form 
Youth Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Home Email:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Behavior Covenant for Youth Events 
This covenant is a commitment that you are making to God, First United Methodist Church, your 
youth leaders, and your fellow youth in order that our trip may be a good experience for all.  
Every trip we participate in should reflect what we understand the Christian life to be.  In some 
ǿŀȅǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǊǳƭŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
is to be different than a lot of that which we encounter in the world around us. 
 

DƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ C¦a/Ωǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ 
are encouraged to endeavor to grow in their Christian faith on the trip.  If you breach the 
confidence of any of the following items we reserve the right to send you home.  This is not to 
come across as heavy-handed but to model out the fact that the Christian life is one in which we 
have standards which we follow as we grow in our love for God and each other. 
 

I acknowledge and accept that community life at a First United Methodist Church sponsored 
event is based upon mutual trust, respect for others, and adherence to the Christian life and to 
the specifics of a set of standards which are: 
 

that the use or possession of alcohol, illegal drugs is prohibited; 
that the use or possession of tobacco in any form is prohibited; 
that riding in or driving a motor vehicle without specific permission from the Youth Minister 
or youth leaders is prohibited; 
participants are expected to remain on the property which we are visiting during the time we 
are scheduled to be there; 
that inappropriate sexual behavior, be it implied, consensual, or verbal is not tolerated; 
that inappropriate language and behavior will not be used. 

 
Youth Signature:   ____________________________________________       Date: _______________ 
 

Detach this form and return along with Medical Form and payment. 
MUST be returned by February 3, 2010 

 



Sunday Mornings in The Zone 

We encourage you to worship weekly with the congregation at some point on Sunday 
mornings. There are also ways to serve children and serve in the music ministries. The 
following just represents what is happening in The Zone on Sunday mornings. 
 

Breakfast Club: 9 am in The Zone  
Light breakfast foods served, free time until 11 am. 

 
Sunday Morning Live: 11 am in the Zone  

A time for growing with friends in spiritual practices. 
 

Sunday Morning Live Schedule (11am) 

This Winter, we will be experiencing the stories and practices from the book, Wonder, 
Fear and Longing ōȅ aŀǊƪ ¸ŀŎƻƴŜƭƭƛΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƻǿƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ¢!D ό¢ƛƳŜ !ƭƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘύΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ōƻƻƪΗ 
 

January 
3rd: Video Day 

10th, 17th, 24th, 31st: Love, Longing, Fear & Suffering 
 

February 
7th: Video Day 

14th, 21st, 28th: Compassion, Rest & Reflection 
 

March 
7th: Video Day 

14th, 21st, 28th: Passion, Wonder & Gratitude 
 
 

Youth Advisory Team Meetings this Spring:  

Sundays, 12:15pm in The Zone 
January 10th 

February 14th 
March 14th 
April 11th  
May 2nd 



 

Hi There FUMC Youth Parent! 
If your child has not gone through Confirmation and is a 7th-12th grader, please make plans now to be a part of Confirmation 2010!  
 
What is Confirmation? Confirmation is rite of passageða focused spiritual time for deepening a young personôs childhood faith towards a 
more adult faith and for receiving a blessing from their spiritual community, the Church. Itôs a time for growing closer to God, learning 
Christian practices, learning basic theology and discovering how these things can make following Christ a life-long joy.  
 
What are the Topics Covered? Each week, we learn about a different Christian spiritual practice and how it can help us go deeper with 
Christ in our everyday living. We also learn basic theology behind each practice. Here are the practices we will cover: Pray Daily, Worship 
Weekly, Read the Bible, Give and Receive in Christian Friendships, Serve Others and Give Freely. 
 
What is a òFriend In Faithó? The Confirmand and parents are asked to find an adult ñFriend in Faithò for the Confirmand. This is an adult 
who is a member of the congregation that the Confirmand respects ï a person who the Confirmand hopes s/he will be like one day as an 
adult Christian.  The Friend in Faith will experience the Kick-Off event (January 25) and then a couple of the Monday classes 
together with their Confirmand (FIFôs choice) and be encouraged to talk on the phone or get together one or more times with their 
Confirmand throughout the Confirmation process.  It is my hope that a bond develops between these persons that will last through high 
school if not for a lifetime. Parents: I encourage you to help your student to develop a relationship with this adult, especially at the front 
end, by having them to your house for dinner or some other relaxed time with your family. Tell your Friend In Faith that I will explain more 
of the details of what they will be doing at the Confirmation Kick-Off on February 2nd.  
 
When Will We Gather? We will gather on Monday evenings, 6-7:30pm, in The Zone, January 25thñApril 19th. We will also have a 
Confirmation Retreat and of course, Confirmation Sunday. Here are dates for your calendar now.  
 

January 

 25th: Confirmation Kick-Off (All Parents, Confirmands and Friends In Faith) 

February  

1st: Session #1 (Pray Daily) 

8th: Session #2 (Worship Weekly) 

(15th: No Confirmation this weekðPresidentsô Day Weekend)  

22nd: Session #3 (Read the Bible, Part 1) 

March 

1st: Session #4 (Read the Bible, Part 2) 

(8th: No Confirmation this week ð Todd gone to Clergy Meeting with Bishop) 

15th:Session #5 (Christian Friendships)  

(22nd: No Confirmation this weekðSpring Break) 

29th: Session #6 (Serve Others) 

April 

(5th: No Confirmation this week ð Easter Monday, Church Closed) 

9-10th: Confirmation Retreat at John Wesley Ranch (5pm Fridayð1pm Saturday) 

12th: Session #7 (Give Freely) 

19th: Session #8 (Make Up Day for those who missed a session) 

25th: Confirmation Sunday, 11am Worship (All Parents, Confirmands, Friends In Faith) 

 10:30am: Meet in Sanctuary for detailed instructions & seating. 

 11:00am: Confirmation ceremony happens after Sermon 

 

Donôt hesitate to contact me if you have questions (todds@fumc-cs.org or 884-2502)! 
 
In Christõs Grip, 
 
 
Rev. Todd A. Spencer 

Plan Now for Confirmation 2010! 


